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News from Asha Appel, Head of Upper School

10/16/17

As part of my initial discovery time at OES, I’ve invited groups of students to share their ideas and observations about the

community they know so well. Their unique vantage point is certainly one from which I, as the new Head of the Upper School,

can learn a lot. In one of these recent meetings, a kid wisely wondered how grades define his success.  By traditional criteria,

this student is very high-achieving and successful. But, he seemed to be asking, do his excellent grades represent or make fully

visible that which he recognizes as potentially even more lasting and real? As an educator and as a parent, I work to

acknowledge kids and colleagues for both that which we name as successful and that which goes into the long process of

getting there: persistence, resilience, dedication, discipline, accountability, and commitment. As Billy Collins writes in the last

stanza of his poem, “On Turning Ten”:

“It seems only yesterday I used to believe 

there was nothing under my skin but light. 

If you cut me I could shine. 

But now when I fall upon the sidewalks of life, 

I skin my knees. I bleed.”

Collins’ young protagonist recognizes that growing up (and all the intensity that comes with it) is hard. Really hard. And

sometimes painful. As with all great coming-of-age literature, the words (so reflective of the truth for our kids) are a little

heartbreaking and a little uplifting, for we know that though often difficult and disappointing, the growing will happen and it will

be ok.

Read More

(NEW) Retake Photos Available For Viewing

 with username OESupper17 and password  23956upper17; enter an email address and log-in to view Upper

School photos. 

Retakes (outdoor) and Retakes Traditional (indoor) are listed after all the advisor groups.

View Photos

There are two ways to order your student’s school photo: 

 

You may place an order online and the photos will be mailed directly to your house in 5-7 business days. Orders placed online

will be charged a shipping fee  

 

After you have viewed the photos online, call or email Holland Studios with your photo order. Phone/email orders received by

the order deadline of  will be delivered to school. There will not be a shipping fee. 

Please contact the studio with any questions. 

Holland Studios 

 

503-238-5957

Online using the link above.

.

By Phone: 503.238.5957  or Email: info@hollandstudios.com

October 18

info@hollandstudios.com

Friends of OES Libraries (FOESL) - Next Meeting Tuesday, October 17th
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Thank you to everyone who joined us at September’s FOESL meeting.  Even if you haven’t attended previous meetings, feel

free to jump in at any time during the school year.  With members drawn from Lower School, Middle School, and Upper

School, we always welcome new members and families from all divisions.

FOESL is a small group of OES parents and educators who work together to plan campus events that celebrate our

community's love of reading and storytelling, including author visits, literary festivals, and the annual Great OES Book Swap

(GOBS). The time commitment is very small--one hour most months, along with whatever time you want to give in the spring

to help with GOBS--and the work is very rewarding!

Meetings are held on Tuesday mornings in Platt Global Classroom, starting at 8:10, running about an hour.  The remaining

academic year's meetings are planned for:

October 17th 

December 5th 

January 16th 

February 20th 

March 20th 

April 3rd 

May 15th

GOBS is planned for the week of April 9th, coinciding with National Library Week.

Please visit the  for more information, and for updates to our meeting schedule if any occur.FOESL website

Questions?: Email   or  .Rebecca Thompson Carol Bull

(Updated with Dates) Discovery Program

The OES Discovery program is a five-day, 40-hour apprenticeship or career exploration open to OES 10 , 11 , 12  graders. 

Discovery is a guided process through which the student creates his/her own program to pursue special passions and

interests.  Discovery gives students a chance to experience the demands and structure of the “working world.” Although many

students complete their Discovery internship during the Winterim week, other time frames (including summer) can be

arranged.

th th th

Students have done Discovery internships in a wide range of interest areas: advertising, animals, architecture, art, auto,

business, communication, computers, construction, design, education, engineering, fashion, film, finance, food service,

hospitality, journalism, law, medicine, non-profit, outdoor, politics, real estate, retail, sports, and technology.

Here are some important dates:

Attend the information lunch (if you haven't already) to learn more about the programOctober 18 - 

 - Meet with the Discovery Coordinators to discuss your interests and brainstorm ideas.October/November

Submit to the Discovery Coordinators the pre-proposal applicationNovember 10 - 

 - Attend the Winterim assembly and make your decision to either do Discovery or participate in a Winterim

activity

November 17

- Submit your selection (either Winterim or Discovery) to the Winterim Committee and confirm with the

Discovery coordinators

November 30 

Final Discovery proposal dueDecember 15 - 

Please let us know if you have any questions.

, Dana Mosher Lewis Corbet Clark

Discovery Coordinators

(NEW) Let's Go Surfing!

Sunday, October 22 leaving at 8 AM returning at 5 PM…

Let's go surfing! This trip, like all trips, is for all levels of ability. We will be taking students to Oswald West State Park where

we will have instructors teaching them how to surf. We will rent wet suits and surfboards. Like all trips there is no cost, but

you must bring your own lunch and water. Sign-ups will be on the Outdoor Programs board outside of area 51.  Questions? 

Please contact Tom Handel.

(NEW) Shrek The Musical Audition Information (and Show Dates)

The OES Visual and Performing Arts Department and Music Department are proud to present the 2017 All School Musical:
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Based on the Oscar-winning DreamWorks Animation film,  is a Tony Award-winning fairy tale adventure,

featuring all new songs from Jeanine Tesori ( ) and a sidesplitting book by David

Lindsay-Abaire. brings all the beloved characters you know from the film to life on stage and proves there's more to the

story than meets the ears.  "Once upon a time, there was a little ogre named Shrek...." And thus begins the tale of an unlikely

hero who embarks on a life-changing journey alongside a wisecracking Donkey and a princess who resists her rescue. Throw in

a short-tempered villain, a cookie with an attitude and over a dozen other fairy tale misfits, and you've got the kind of mess

that calls for a real hero. Luckily, there's one on hand... named Shrek.

 Shrek The Musical

Thoroughly Modern Millie; Caroline, or Change

Shrek 

Show Dates: Wednesday, February 27th - Sunday, March 4th

Auditions will take place October 24th-26th

October 24th 3:30-6:30 Location TBD MS & US students Meet in the Great Hall 

October 25th 3:30-6:30 Location TBD LS Students Meet in Fariss Hall 

October 26th 3:30-6:30 Location TBD MS & US Students Meet in the Great Hall

Students are welcome to come with a short piece to sing (no longer than 60 seconds). Upper & Middle Students who would

like to bring a piece for an accompanist to play, MUST audition on Thursday the 26th. Upper & Middle Schoolers are welcome

on either Tuesday or Thursday, if they don’t need an accompanist. Additionally, students must sign up on the following link to

“reserve” a place. LS Auditioners do not need to come with a prepared piece.

Students DO NOT need to bring a prepared monologue or scene. All students who wish to participate in the performance

must commit to be at all rehearsals they are called for as well as mandatory Tech Sunday (2/25 ALL DAY), Dress rehearsals

(Feb 26th & 27th 5pm - 10:30PM), and all scheduled shows and strike. Rehearsals are typically scheduled for Monday and

Wednesdays 3:30pm-6:30pm, with additional rehearsals potentially to be called within a week’s notice. Students with conflicts

who would like to schedule a separate time to audition for the performance should contact .David Gomes

Wednesday, October 25 - SERVICE LEARNING DAY

 is SERVICE LEARNING DAY for all ninth and twelfth graders. While our sophomores and juniors

take the PSAT, we will be engaged in Service Learning in the larger community. If your child will not be in school that day (for

a local college visit or other appointment) please let us know right away! All students participating will earn Service Learning

hours for the morning's work. We'll leave campus at the start of the day, work throughout the morning, and return for regular

lunch time in the Dining Hall. 

 In that case, they will sign up for study hall, a PE class, or a movie on campus. Fun!

Wednesday, October 25

After lunch, students are free to go home for the day unless they have sports practice or other

after-school obligation.

Neighborhood Gatherings 2017

PCL (Parent Community Link) is sponsoring several evenings this Fall for parents to gather and meet with OES Head of School,

Mo Copeland and our new Associate Head of School, Peter Kraft and Head of Upper School, Asha Appel. The goal is to gather

and share, to learn more about each other and the school in an informal setting, and to hear more about the vision for the

school. 

  

These informal gatherings will take place from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the homes of OES families in different areas of Portland.

 Our intention is to bring together parents across all three divisions, in particular those who don't all live in the same

neighborhood and may not have time to attend events scheduled during the day, though all are welcome and encouraged to

attend.  Drinks and snacks will be provided. 

  

To RSVP, please click on the date or location that is most convenient. 

  

 

George and Kara H 

  

Please RSVP as soon as possible to ensure there is space.  We hope to see you at one of these gatherings!   

   

For more information contact Hilary O’Hollaren PCL Chair 2017-18

Wednesday, October 25, 2017

(NEW) Bulb Planting

We are planting 1000 tulip and daffodil bulbs on each of the properties of two auction donors on  and

.  I would love some Upper School student help, perhaps 12 to 15 students per day.  If you would like to

join in and earn some off or on-campus service hours, please e-mail .  We will meet each of the two days at the

school at 9:00 am and return about 1:00 pm.  Thank you.

Saturday, Oct. 28th

Saturday, Nov 11th

Peter Langley
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(NEW) Open Houses – Spread the Word!

OES parents are our best ambassadors. If you know someone who is interested in our school, please invite them to our Open

House! 

Open Houses are for current families too!  Looking ahead at Middle and Upper School? Have a younger sibling who is ready

for school? Come to the Open Houses to explore a new division!

Please support our student ambassadors. Many Upper School students have been invited to assist with one of the events.

Check with your child to see if they have volunteered!

(NEW) School Store Has Moved!

Find us now in Fariss Hall--enter in lower door,

closest to Lower School. Store Hours will remain

the same: 2pm-4pm each school day.

Come check out the new space!

Questions?  Contact .Madeleine Menashe

Honeywell Instant Alert

It is important to be ready for what nature throws our way. OES contracts with an emergency announcement calling service

that will notify families of school delays and closures and other emergencies. In order to receive these announcements, you

must register with Honeywell Instant Alert. Learn more.

Opportunities to Host an International Student

For over 140 years, OES has been a boarding school and now that program serves both national, and international students,

and we have a lot to share with these students, including our ways of life, a diversity of food, as well as the value of friendship.

When the Dorm Program closes during Thanksgiving, Winter, and Spring breaks, many dorm students travel with their families

during vacations. However, some students are in need of Home Stays with an OES Family. If you and your family are interested

in hosting  an international student, or would like more information, please email  . Our first opportunity is

coming soon, November 18th - 26th!

Brad Hoffman

Ski Team Parent/Racer Meeting October 16

Save the Date!

Ski Team Parent/Racer Meeting 

 

Platt Global Classroom

7pm, Monday, October 16

This meeting for interested racers (downhill) and parents will cover ski team logistics and requirements.  Please bring your

calendars.  Contact  or , Ski Team Parent Reps, with any questions.Rebecca Roberts Lucy Shanno

You Asked! OES Fund Designated Giving is Here

Open a world of possibility.
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Every student scientist, athlete, actor, writer, musician, reader and artist—as well as his or her teacher—benefits from your

unrestricted donations to the . But if one aspect of the OES experience is especially important to you, we invite you

to designate your gift to that area: Greatest Need & Highest Priority, Financial Aid, Science & Technology, Arts & Literature,

Service & Community, and Athletics.

OES Fund

Start our year off strong and make your pledge or gift today by clicking . here

Thank you!

Calling All 11th Grade Parents!

Each year the current 11th grade parents host an  for the graduating seniors.  This is a "pay it forward"

opportunity, so we can enjoy the excitement and celebrations when our own students graduate next year.

All-night Grad Party

Volunteers are needed to help plan this fun event, please sign up at   .  Descriptions of each

committee can be found on the volunteer page.  Some committees will be working throughout the school year, others are

more focused on the latter part of the year.  Planning meetings will be held following 11th grade PAL meetings, with occasional

additional meetings as needed.

Senior Grad Party Committee

Sign ups for volunteer shifts for the night of the event will be opened in January; all 11th grade parents will be needed

to provide a safe and fun event for the seniors.

Please contact  or , Co-Chairs with any questions.Andrea Burdick Carolyn Saba

2018 Auction--Help Needed

Contact  2018 Auction ChairDiane Engelhard

Sports Leadership Certification Class

Asking student-athletes to be leaders without preparing them for the responsibility is unfair. Often much is expected of our

leaders, but seldom do we intentionally teach them the necessary skills in order for them to do the job effectively. The OES

Leadership Certification class is designed to give Aardvark student-athletes with interest in leadership the same instruction,

encouragement and practice that we give athletes before competition.

This class is recommended for all students, grades 9-12.  We welcome back students who have previously taken the class, as

the topics and discussions are always evolving.  Students will have the opportunity to “Explore” what it takes to be a leader,

“Connect” with their peers, “Commit” to leadership, and “Create” their own leadership style.

Based on the work of Jeff Janssen, M.S., and his publication “The Team Captain’s Leadership Manual,” members of the OES

coaching staff, guest speakers and the athletic department will each present on a variety of topics, from the power of

leadership to the skills needed to become an effective leader. In this ten-week program of approximately 60-90 minute

sessions, students will engage in conversations and exercises around these important concepts.

Dinner will be provided as many athletes are coming directly from practice.

Cost is $30 to cover the price of the book.

For more information or to reserve a spot please contact , Associate Athletic Director.Missy Smith

https://www.oes.edu/support-oes/make-your-gift
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Dates are not consecutive as there are many events happening on campus and we worked hard not to conflict with any of

them.

Dates of the class are as follows.  The class will meet in the MS library from 6:30-8pm.

November 8, 15 

January 8, 22, 29 

February 12, 20 

March 5, 12

Coming Soon-- Grandparent and Special Friend’s Day

On , we will welcome Grandparents and Special Friends to enjoy a morning with breakfast, classroom visits,

musical performances and more. 

November 21st

We invite you to add your student’s grandparents or a special family friend to our mailing list for this event by using this  

Questions?  Contact .

form.

Marianne Kennedy

Yearbook Info

Here is the link to the   site for all the information and submission deadlines for students and parents

to access information about the Yearbook.

US Yearbook 2017-2018

If students or parents have a question, please email .Sue Jensen

Senior deadlines:

 

 

 

1. MUG SHOTS:  December 1, 2017

2. SENIOR PAGES: January 12, 2018

3. BABY PICTURES: March 2, 2018

4. PARENT ADS: March 9, 2018

College Counseling

PSAT at OES

Sophomore and junior families, please note that the PSAT will be given the morning of . Students do

not need to register and will take the test at OES. We will send details in a later email, and early in the school year students

will receive practice materials at school.

Wednesday, October 25

College Financial Aid Night

The college counseling office hosts a  annually, and although the event is particularly timely for

parents of juniors and seniors, we welcome all Upper School parents. The presentation is a good way to become familiar with

need- and merit-based financial aid. 

College Financial Aid Night

 College Financial Aid Night: Monday, November 6 at 7:00 pm in the Middle School Commons

: Anastacia Dillon, Director of Financial Aid, Lewis and Clark College and Paula Sutton, Director of College

Counseling, OES

Presenters

Portland National College Fair

Portland National College Fair @ Oregon Convention Center 

Sunday, October 29 / 1:00-5:00 pm 

Monday, October 30 / 9:00-noon (school day)

If you are going to go to the College Fair, You will then print out a barcode that colleges can

scan to enter your information on their mailing list. You can view participating colleges .

we urge you to pre-register . here

here

Many seniors do not feel the need to attend the college fair. However, if you are still looking for college options or

hope to talk with a representative who will be there, it might make sense to attend.

SENIORS: 

We encourage you to consider attending the fair. If you are attending the fair for the first time, keep in mind that

this is a very large event and you may want to go with a friend or family member. There will be many students, parents, and

colleges participating. You might want to do some thinking ahead of time about how you want to approach the fair. For

example, you could make a list of colleges of interest or think about questions you want to ask representatives.

JUNIORS: 

Each year a few sophomores attend this event. If the fair interests you, consider attending and read the advice

above for juniors. If you are not interested at this stage, no worries, you will have another opportunity next fall.

SOPHOMORES: 

SAT/ACT Tests

Please note the following test dates and registration deadlines. Enter the school code when you register (380915) and if you

are taking the ACT, it is important to include the optional writing test. There is a late registration deadline for each test date

that requires an additional fee. See the testing websites for additional information.

SAT/ACT Dates and (Registration Deadline):

 testingSAT

November 4 (10/5, late 10/25)

December 2 (11/2, late 11/21)
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March 10 (2/9, late 2/28)

May 5 (4/6, late 4/25)

June 2 (5/3, late 5/23)

 testingACT

October 28 (9/22, late 10/6)

December 9 (11/3, late 11/17)

February 10 (1/12, late 1/19)

April 14 (3/9, late 3/23)

June 9 (5/4, late 5/18)

July 14 (6/15, late 6/22)

Class Notes

 -- Next meeting: November 6, 8:00 am, DVR. Questions? Contact 9th Grade PAL Kristin Bradley

Upcoming meetings: 1/8, 2/5, 4/3, 5/7

 -- Next meeting: November 13, 8:00 am, DVR. Questions? Contact 10th Grade PAL Clare Rathbone

Upcoming meetings: 1/16, 2/12, 4/9, 5/14

 -- Next meeting: November 27, 8:00 am, DVR. Questions? Contact 11th Grade PAL Alicia Morissette

Upcoming meetings: 1/22, 2/20, 4/16, 5/21

 -- Next meeting: October 23, 8:00 am, DVR. Questions? Contact 12th Grade PAL Jennifer Hapke

Upcoming meetings: 11/28, 1/29, 2/26, 4/23, 5/29

Monthly PAL minutes are accessible when logged into the Parent Portal in PCR. Just click on the link for PCL and PAL Meeting

Summaries. You can see all upcoming Parent Leadership Meetings by going to the Parents section of our website at

.oes.edu/parents

Archived Voice

 

 

September 29, 2017

September 14, 2017

September 1, 2017

 PCR PARENT PORTAL US BOOK LIST 2017-18

US CONTACTS

 

 

503-768-3121

Head of Upper School 

Asha Appel

 

503-768-3122 

 

Division Office

Jean Verheggen

Pat Freeman

 List of whom to contact in the Upper School

 to see full 
Upper School calendar.

Click here

OCT

http://www.actstudent.org/?_ga=1.76571792.424018100.1452797056
http://www.oes.edu/academics/upper-school/voice-newsletter/voice-newsletter-full-stories/~board/voice-newsletter/post/class-notes
mailto:kricbradley@gmail.com
mailto:rathbonecm@hotmail.com
mailto:ricomciver@me.com
mailto:amoriss@aol.com
mailto:ronjenhap@gmail.com
http://www.oes.edu/parents
http://www.oes.edu/academics/upper-school/voice-newsletter/voice-newsletter-full-stories/~board/voice-newsletter/post/archived-voice
http://www.oes.edu/uploaded/upper_school/Voice/Archived_issues/sep29-2017.pdf
http://www.oes.edu/uploaded/upper_school/Voice/Archived_issues/sep14-2017.pdf
http://www.oes.edu/uploaded/upper_school/Voice/Archived_issues/sep1-2017.pdf
http://parent.oes.edu/
https://sites.google.com/go.oes.edu/us-books/home
mailto:appela@oes.edu
mailto:verheggenj@oes.edu
mailto:freemanp@oes.edu
http://www.oes.edu/uploaded/New_Site/Upper_School/US_Contacts_2017-18.pdf
http://www.oes.edu/fs/pages/518

