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News from Asha Appel, Head of Upper School

11/2/17

In the week of Octoberim, I got to spend two joyful days working with seniors on their college essays. Ok, joyful for me, as a

teacher of writing, but stressful for seniors, who are charged to show themselves as full and interesting people who have

passions, interests, commitments, and personality in 650 words or less. A tough task, to say the least. My own college essay did

exactly what I always tell kids not to do–it told rather than showed: “Cross country,” it began, “taught me to be dedicated and

hard-working.” Plus, I hand-wrote it in calligraphy pen; ah, the 1980’s. The seniors I advised worked to show, not tell. They

experimented with ways to offer themselves as more than adjectives on a page; they used voices rich with character and verve;

and they described important moments in their lives. And still, they struggled; the stories didn’t all hold.  Driven by the

looming application deadlines (extrinsic motivation at its best), the students looked for and applied feedback from their

teachers, each other, and their college counselors. They revised. And then revised. Then came the existential angst: How do I

distill my whole self down? And who am I supposed to be, especially when I’m not yet even sure who I am? So they wrote and

cut, and wrote some more. Slowly, authentic and true and powerful stories emerged in front of our eyes, the result of tenacity

and risk-taking and perseverance. And not a single one used a calligraphy pen.

Read More

(NEW) Be The First To Know!

Did you realize that the  is published around the 1  and 15  of each month.  Look for it!US VOICE st th

Open Houses – Spread the Word!

OES parents are our best ambassadors. If you know someone who is interested in our school, please invite them to our Open

House! 

Open Houses are for current families too!  Looking ahead at Middle and Upper School? Have a younger sibling who is ready

for school? Come to the Open Houses to explore a new division!
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Please support our student ambassadors. Many Upper School students have been invited to assist with one of the events.

Check with your child to see if they have volunteered!

(NEW) Day of the Dead: Spanish and Anatomy Classes Work Together

  

As part of the Day of the Dead, the Hispanic/Latino affinity group organized making sugar skulls with the OES US community

with great response.  Tanja Horvat, anatomy teacher heard about it and since they were studying the anatomy of the skull,

invited Señora Boyle to make sugar skulls with them. Oh, what a fun interdisciplinary experience!

     

Sports Leadership Certification Class

Asking student-athletes to be leaders without preparing them for the responsibility is unfair. Often much is expected of our

leaders, but seldom do we intentionally teach them the necessary skills in order for them to do the job effectively. The OES

Leadership Certification class is designed to give Aardvark student-athletes with interest in leadership the same instruction,

encouragement and practice that we give athletes before competition.

This class is recommended for all students, grades 9-12.  We welcome back students who have previously taken the class, as

the topics and discussions are always evolving.  Students will have the opportunity to “Explore” what it takes to be a leader,

“Connect” with their peers, “Commit” to leadership, and “Create” their own leadership style.

Based on the work of Jeff Janssen, M.S., and his publication “The Team Captain’s Leadership Manual,” members of the OES

coaching staff, guest speakers and the athletic department will each present on a variety of topics, from the power of

leadership to the skills needed to become an effective leader. In this ten-week program of approximately 60-90 minute

sessions, students will engage in conversations and exercises around these important concepts.

Dinner will be provided as many athletes are coming directly from practice.

Cost is $30 to cover the price of the book.

For more information or to reserve a spot please contact , Associate Athletic Director.Missy Smith
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Dates are not consecutive as there are many events happening on campus and we worked hard not to conflict with any of

them.

Dates of the class are as follows.  The class will meet in the MS library from 6:30-8pm.

November 8, 15 

January 8, 22, 29 

February 12, 20 

March 5, 12

(NEW) OES is Blogging Now!

Check out the new   written by various leaders on the OES campus on a variety of exciting topics.

Visit   for recent thoughts from Associate Head of School Peter Kraft as well as Director of Inclusion and

Community Engagement Dori King.   using the gray RSS button. We will add new content about once

a month. Happy reading!

"Insights" blog

www.oes.edu/insights

Don't forget to subscribe

(NEW) Summer Trip to France with Ron Silver - WWI and WWII - Families Welcome!

Winterim leader  will lead a trip next summer to France, following the footsteps of the doughboys and G.I.s who

fought in WWI, WWII and the “Lost Generation” in Paris between the wars.  Starting with WWI, we will visit Belleau Wood

where the Marines threw back the German armies of the real General Ludendorff without the help of Wonder Woman. We

will spend one day in the Argonne Forest where pacifist Alvin York became a legendary American hero, and then we will visit

Verdun, one of the largest battles of the war where French and German soldiers struggled with the horrific toll of modern

war.  In Verdun, we will have the rare opportunity to explore subterranean tunnels and mines where they also waged

underground war.

Ron Silver

We return to the Normandy beaches as America had to return to fight in France again, absorbing the courage and chaos of

Omaha Beach, be astounded by “the boys of Pt. Du Hoc” and learn how the Airborne led the way at St. Mere Eglise. We’ll

follow Patton’s armored breakout and learn how a young man from Portland, sitting on top of a hill with a radio, stopped the

Nazi counter-offensive. Next, back to Paris! We will spend several days in Paris hanging out with the spirit of Ernest

Hemingway, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Josephine Baker and others who became known as the lost generation.  Other highlights will

be to tour UNESCO world heritage site Mt. St. Michel, and the school classroom in Reims, where the Nazi war machine

unconditionally surrendered, ending the war in Europe.

 June 19 to July 3Dates:

 TBDCost:

In an effort to accommodate family summer travel plans, the trip group will meet in Paris on June 20. 10th-12 grade students

traveling without a parent will be welcome to travel from Portland with trip leader Ron Silver, flying into and out of Paris.

Email , Extension Director, if you are interested.Kati Stenstrom

Bulb Planting

We are planting 1000 tulip and daffodil bulbs on each of the properties of two auction donors on  .  I would

love some Upper School student help, perhaps 12 to 15 students per day.  If you would like to join in and earn some off or on-

campus service hours, please e-mail .  We will meet each of the two days at the school at 9:00 am and return

about 1:00 pm.  Thank you.

Saturday, Nov 11th

Peter Langley

Opportunities to Host an International Student

For over 140 years, OES has been a boarding school and now that program serves both national, and international students,

and we have a lot to share with these students, including our ways of life, a diversity of food, as well as the value of friendship.

When the Dorm Program closes during Thanksgiving, Winter, and Spring breaks, many dorm students travel with their families

during vacations. However, some students are in need of Home Stays with an OES Family. If you and your family are interested

in hosting  an international student, or would like more information, please email  . Our first opportunity is

coming soon, November 18th - 26th!

Brad Hoffman

Coming Soon-- Grandparent and Special Friend’s Day

On , we will welcome Grandparents and Special Friends to enjoy a morning with breakfast, classroom visits,

musical performances and more. 

November 21st

We invite you to add your student’s grandparents or a special family friend to our mailing list for this event by using this  

Questions?  Contact .

form.

Marianne Kennedy

(NEW) 11th Grade Parents--Volunteers Needed for Graduation Party Planning Committees

Please sign up to help with Decorations, Entertainment, and Check-in/Check-out.

Sign up here:  .Senior Grad Party Committee

This is a "pay it forward" opportunity, so we can enjoy the excitement and celebration when our own students graduate next

year.  The Grad Party provides the graduation seniors with a fun, safe, and memorable night together before they go their

separate ways and close their OES experience.

Thanks,

Andrea & Carolyn, Co-Chairs

(NEW) Friends of OES Libraries (FOESL) - Next Meeting Tuesday, December 5th
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FOESL is a small group of OES parents and educators who work together to plan campus events that celebrate our

community's love of reading and storytelling, including author visits, literary festivals, and the annual Great OES Book Swap

(GOBS). The time commitment is very small--one hour most months, along with whatever time you want to give in the spring

to help with GOBS--and the work is very rewarding!

Even if you haven’t attended previous meetings, feel free to jump in at any time during the school year.  With members drawn

from Lower School, Middle School, and Upper School, we always welcome new members and families from all divisions.

Meetings are held on Tuesday mornings in Platt Global Classroom, starting at 8:10 and running about an hour.  The remaining

academic year's meetings are planned for:

December 5th 

January 16th 

February 20th 

March 20th 

April 3rd 

May 15th

GOBS is planned for the week of April 9th, coinciding with National Library Week.

Please visit the FOESL website for more information, and for updates to our meeting schedule if any occur.

https://www.oes.edu/academics/libraries/friends-of-oes-libraries

Questions?: Email   or Rebecca Thompson Carol Bull

(NEW) Auction News Flash

Planning has begun for “Aardy’s Enchanted Auction."  Thank you to the volunteers who have already expressed interest in

helping plan this wonderful evening event!  We are still looking for a Job Shadow team leader.  If this interests you, please

contact Auction Chair,  for more information. If you want to join the auction planning, but you aren’t sure about

what part of planning the event most interests you, please join us at our 

Diane Jones

next Auction meeting on Thursday, November 16th

from 8:45AM to 10AM in the Charlton Room!

You Asked! OES Fund Designated Giving is Here

Open a world of possibility.

Every student scientist, athlete, actor, writer, musician, reader and artist—as well as his or her teacher—benefits from your

unrestricted donations to the . But if one aspect of the OES experience is especially important to you, we invite you

to designate your gift to that area: Greatest Need & Highest Priority, Financial Aid, Science & Technology, Arts & Literature,

Service & Community, and Athletics.

OES Fund

Start our year off strong and make your pledge or gift today by clicking . here

Thank you!

Discovery Program

The OES Discovery program is a five-day, 40-hour apprenticeship or career exploration open to OES 10 , 11 , 12  graders. 

Discovery is a guided process through which the student creates his/her own program to pursue special passions and

interests.  Discovery gives students a chance to experience the demands and structure of the “working world.” Although many

students complete their Discovery internship during the Winterim week, other time frames (including summer) can be

arranged.

th th th

Students have done Discovery internships in a wide range of interest areas: advertising, animals, architecture, art, auto,

business, communication, computers, construction, design, education, engineering, fashion, film, finance, food service,

hospitality, journalism, law, medicine, non-profit, outdoor, politics, real estate, retail, sports, and technology.

Here are some important dates:

 - Meet with the Discovery Coordinators to discuss your interests and brainstorm ideas.November

Submit to the Discovery Coordinators the pre-proposal applicationNovember 10 - 

 - Attend the Winterim assembly and make your decision to either do Discovery or participate in a Winterim

activity

November 17

- Submit your selection (either Winterim or Discovery) to the Winterim Committee and confirm with the

Discovery coordinators

November 30 

Final Discovery proposal dueDecember 15 - 

Please let us know if you have any questions.

, Dana Mosher Lewis Corbet Clark

Discovery Coordinators

Yearbook Info

Here is the link to the   site for all the information and submission deadlines for students and parents

to access information about the Yearbook.

US Yearbook 2017-2018
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If students or parents have a question, please email .Sue Jensen

Senior deadlines:

 

 

 

1. MUG SHOTS:  December 1, 2017

2. SENIOR PAGES: January 12, 2018

3. BABY PICTURES: March 2, 2018

4. PARENT ADS: March 9, 2018

College Counseling

College Financial Aid Night

The college counseling office hosts a  annually, and although the event is particularly timely for

parents of juniors and seniors, we welcome all Upper School parents. The presentation is a good way to become familiar with

need- and merit-based financial aid. 

College Financial Aid Night

 College Financial Aid Night: Monday, November 6 at 7:00 pm in the Middle School Commons

: Anastacia Dillon, Director of Financial Aid, Lewis and Clark College and Paula Sutton, Director of College

Counseling, OES

Presenters

SAT/ACT Tests

Please note the following test dates and registration deadlines. Enter the school code when you register (380915) and if you

are taking the ACT, it is important to include the optional writing test. There is a late registration deadline for each test date

that requires an additional fee. See the testing websites for additional information.

SAT/ACT Dates and (Registration Deadline):

 testingSAT

November 4 (10/5, late 10/25)

December 2 (11/2, late 11/21)

March 10 (2/9, late 2/28)

May 5 (4/6, late 4/25)

June 2 (5/3, late 5/23)

 testingACT

December 9 (11/3, late 11/17)

February 10 (1/12, late 1/19)

April 14 (3/9, late 3/23)

June 9 (5/4, late 5/18)

July 14 (6/15, late 6/22)

Class Notes

 -- Next meeting: November 6, 8:00 am, DVR. Questions? Contact 9th Grade PAL Kristin Bradley

Upcoming meetings: 1/8, 2/5, 4/3, 5/7

 -- Next meeting: November 13, 8:00 am, DVR. Questions? Contact 10th Grade PAL Clare Rathbone

Upcoming meetings: 1/16, 2/12, 4/9, 5/14

 -- Next meeting: November 27, 8:00 am, DVR. Questions? Contact 11th Grade PAL Alicia Morissette

Upcoming meetings: 1/22, 2/20, 4/16, 5/21

 -- Next meeting: November 28 (Tuesday), 8:00 am, DVR. Questions? Contact 12th Grade PAL Jennifer Hapke

Upcoming meetings: 1/29, 2/26, 4/23, 5/29

Monthly PAL minutes are accessible when logged into the Parent Portal in PCR. Just click on the link for PCL and PAL Meeting

Summaries. You can see all upcoming Parent Leadership Meetings by going to the Parents section of our website at

.oes.edu/parents

Archived Voice

 

 

 

October 16, 2017

September 29, 2017

September 14, 2017

September 1, 2017

 PCR PARENT PORTAL US BOOK LIST 2017-18
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