
Flexible Tuition 
Information Night

•What is “Flexible Tuition”?
•Should I apply?
•When should I start?
•How do I apply?
•Additional Resources



What is Flexible Tuition?

• Need-based tuition assistance program. 
• Application process considers family’s full 

financial situation. 
• Tuition is reduced to make OES accessible to 

families.
• The discount is supported by the OES budget.



Should I apply for Flexible Tuition?
• Each family’s combination of financial circumstances is 

unique.
• Before you apply, explore all your available resources 

(grandparents, savings, trusts, discretionary income, etc.).
• Most families find the need to adjust their 

spending priorities, maximize both parents’ 
earnings, and carefully manage assets 
to afford OES.

• Payment plans are available for everyone.
• Review the resource on the OES website.



One Child at OES
The chart 
is representative of 
families who 
qualified for 
Flexible Tuition this 
year with “typical” 
assets.

Families with high 
assets or unique 
situations 
should contact our 
office to discuss 
their potential 
qualification.

Total Family
Income *

Average % of 
Tuition Paid

Tuition Range

$0 – $49,999 8% $500-$4,500

$50,000-$89,999 16% $1,400-$12,700

$90,000 – $119,999 41% $1,600 - $22,600

$120,000-$150,000 65% $6,000-33,590



Two Children at OES (or other tuition charging school)

The chart 
is representative of 
families who 
qualified for 
Flexible Tuition this 
year with “typical” 
assets.

Families with high 
assets or unique 
situations 
should contact our 
office to discuss 
their potential 
qualification.

Total Family
Income *

Average % of 
Tuition Paid

Tuition Range
(per student)

$0 – $49,999 7% $975-$3,200

$50,000-$89,999 12% $1,300-$7,800

$90,000 – $119,999 22% $1,400-$18,300

$120,000 - $179,999 44% $6,700-$31,200

$180,000 -$250,000 63% $11,500-$31,200



When should I start my application?
• NOW

• Deadline is February 3, 2020

• Do not wait for admissions decision!

• Make a schedule to meet school deadlines.

• Know the admissions and Flexible Tuition deadlines
• Admissions: PK – 5 due January 21st ; Grades 6-12 due January 30th.
• Flexible Tuition – February 3rd

• Make a budget, know what you can afford:

• Add all sources of income (wages, tips, child support)
• Subtract all expenses.
• Improve the bottom-line
• Decrease expenses / Increase discretionary income



What does it cost to attend OES?
Grade Level 2019-20

Tuition

Pre-Kindergarten (3 options)

- 5 short days (7:55-12:30) $19,700

- 3 short days, 2 full days $22,000

- 5 full days (7:55 – 2:55) $24,200

Kindergarten $28,900

Grades Primary – 5 $29,600

Grades 6 – 8 (includes device) $34,100

Grades 9 – 12 Day $35,000

Grades 9 – 12 Boarding $65,100

Tuition Includes:

Lunch & 
Snacks

Most 
Athletics 
(6-12)

Field Trips 
& Outdoor 
Education

School 
Supplies 
(PK – 5) 

Technology 
(PK – 8)



What other expenses should I budget for?

Extension (PK – Grade 5) Textbooks (Gr 6-12)

Laptop (Gr 9-12)

Musical Instrument
Uniforms (PK – Grade 5)

School Bus
Winterim (Gr 9-12)



How do I apply for Flexible Tuition?
STEP 1: 

Submit and pay for the Parents’ Financial Statement (PFS) - an online
application by School and Student Services (SSS)

• $51 nonrefundable fee 
(Pay by credit card, direct debit, PayPal)

STEP 2:

Submit tax documents:
1. Upload to the SSS website
2. Hand deliver documents to the Admissions office 
3. Email is NOT a secure method for sharing your personal financial 

documents.



When should I submit my information? 
Due Monday, February 3rd:   

• PFS – submitted online to School and Student Services (SSS)
• 2019 W-2’s
• 2018 Federal & State tax return
• 2017 Federal & State tax return
• OES reserves the right to ask that you complete and submit a 

Form 4506-T (Request for Transcript of Tax Return) if needed.

• Missing deadlines could result in missing $

• Flexible Tuition communicated on March 6 with admission 
decision 



How is Flexible Tuition determined?
Step 1:  School & Student Services (SSS) calculates your Discretionary 
Income

Income
- Required Taxes
- Mandatory/Unusual expenses (union dues, child support 

payments, etc)
- Income Protection Allowance (food, clothing, shelter)

Discretionary Income

Step 2:  SSS then recommends a % of your discretionary income that is 
available for education based upon your financial strength (influenced by 
assets minus debt). This is your Estimated Family Contribution (EFC).



How is Flexible Tuition determined?
Step 3:  School verifies information and calculates Financial 
Need:

Tuition – EFC = Total Financial Need

Step 4: Committee determines if school can reduce tuition 
to meet Financial Need.

OES strives to meet 90-100% of need for all families. 



Frequently Asked Questions

• Will my retirement accounts be included?
• How are 529 college savings plans factored into 

calculations?
• How long does the PFS take to complete?
• Will I see a report of my Estimated Financial 

Contribution?
• What if I’m divorced, separated, or never married?



Completing the PFS – go to 
www.solutionsbysss.com/parents



Create an Account



Family Portal Dashboard
Hover over symbol for help



Green check means
the section is complete.

Red boxes mean
an entry is 
required.



OES school code is 5572.



Use your 
2018 taxes 

to 
complete 

Question 6

The PFS 
application is 

smart, so it 
asks you only 
questions that 

you need to 
answer.



Input this year’s actual and next year’s projected taxable
income. 

Tip: Use your W-2 or year end paystub for your 
total annual income.

Returning 
families will 

see prior 
year 

estimates 
here.



Most should answer “yes” to Other Non-taxable 
Income.

Tip: Look at your W2 or year-end paystub. 

Non-taxable income 
includes: pre-tax 

contribution to 401(k), 
medical insurance, 

Flex Spending 
Accounts, etc.



Education 
Expenses

Current year 
cost….

Anticipate 
next year



What can you afford to contribute?  Be honest.



Business Section – Income, Expenses, Assets/Debts
S-Corp business owners – submit 1120S return



Something not captured on 
PFS? Tell your story.



Submit your documents 
in the Family Portal. 

Schools accept revisions until this symbol shows it is 
locked.



Need more information?

•PFS Application Helpline (800) 344-8328 (available Saturdays)

•Visit SSS at www.solutionsbysss.com/parents, for additional resources
• Webinars
• PDF workbooks



OES Contact Information

Sachiko Vidourek Michalina Markowitz
Admissions Administrative Assistant Controller
vidoureks@oes.edu markowitzm@oes.edu
503-416-9364 503-416-9383

Susie Gundle Gretchen Reed
Director of Enrollment Management Chief Financial Officer
gundles@oes.edu reedg@oes.edu
503-768-3165 503-468-3131
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