October 20, 2009
Dear Parents/Guardians of Seniors,

The following is a guide and description of events that you as parents and students can expect as we move closer to the events leading up to June, 2010 graduation.

Cap & Gown and Announcements and tickets: On November 5 seniors will receive an order form for their cap and gown and graduation announcements.  Be sure and ask your student about the information that will be handed out this year at their class meeting.  Order forms will be collected by our Josten’s representative on Thursday, November 12.
A note to our international families: many, but not all, families in the United States send announcements to family and friends as a way of announcing an important event/milestone in their child’s life.  
On average, families receive six tickets to the graduation ceremony.  If more are needed, please feel free to contact me by email at freemanp@oes.edu or by phone; you may have as many as you need.  These will be distributed approximately mid-May.  
Pictures: In April, individual pictures of the class will be taken.  These pictures will make up the composite alumni board that hangs in the entry of the Upper School building.  Proofs will be sent home and you may choose to purchase these directly from the photographer.

The following is a description of events with important dates to keep in mind:
Afternoon Tea & Reception February 28, 1:00-3:00 pm:  An afternoon at the Portland Golf Club and the first opportunity for seniors, their parents, and Upper School Faculty to gather together to discuss the transition from high school to college.  
Senior Trip June 12-June 15:  An intense culminating experience for the members of the senior class, which will engender reflection, strong connections between class members, and a feeling of accomplishment.  Traditionally, the trip has involved several elements that create situations conducive to these experiences: physical separation from everyday surroundings, isolation from the distractions of society (usually by taking the class out into wilderness areas), and a degree of challenge that pushes participants out of their comfort zones.  Traditionally, the trip has included some time for the group to be together, say some good-byes, and talk through issues germane to their impending separation from the school and each other.  We will have more details in early May. 

Senior/Faculty Reception June 11: The date is reserved for a senior/faculty informal reception at the school after the last class.  This has also serves as the induction of the class into the Alumni Association. 

Senior Farewell June 16, 4:00 pm: This good-bye program is designed and put on by the seniors for themselves, family, friends, and faculty.  Senior Farewells can be elaborate or simple, but often involve speeches, readings, musical offerings, and “open mic” time.  The seniors may invite faculty. This event will be held on campus.

Family Dinner June 16, 5:00-7:00 pm: A relaxing family dinner, with no formal program, will immediately follow the Senior Farewell on the school grounds.  Please know that extended family members (out-of-town guests) are also welcome and that you are not required to attend the Senior Farewell to attend this dinner.  Faculty are welcome but the focus is on family.

Awards Assembly June 17, 1:00 pm, St. John the Baptist Church, on campus: This is a formal ceremony honoring students in a number of ways.  All-School awards, designated by the entire faculty, Departmental Awards, and the Student Body Award are conferred upon students                                                                                                                      in the presence of the entire student body, the faculty, coaches, and families.  In recent years, families of "lifers" have been recognized as have departing faculty and administrators.  Families of award winners will be notified ahead of time.
There will be graduation practices for students on the mornings of June 16 and June 17 at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in downtown Portland.  The school provides transportation on both days.  A group picture at school will be taken the morning of June 16. 

Graduation ceremony at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, June 17: Our most solemn occasion, this formal ceremony is packed with traditions built over decades of ritual.  Graduation is as inclusive an event as the space can hold, involving alumni from honored classes, the Board, the Bishop, family, and friends.  Each student receives a diploma individually.  “Lifers” are again honored, and many songs are sung.  Graduation includes addresses from the Bishop of Oregon, the Head of School, a member of the senior class, and a speaker chosen by the class.  A reception follows.  Please keep in mind that we ask that graduating seniors arrive at 6:30 pm.  There is much to do before the ceremony begins at 7:30 pm.  We will have a professional photographer taking pictures before and after the ceremony as well as at the moment each student receives the diploma.   We will also have a video person at the ceremony taking a “fixed” video; you will receive an order form for the video in the spring.  You will also have an opportunity to view and purchase all pictures online direct from the photographer.   

A Graduation Reception at Trinity follows the ceremony in Kempton Hall at the church:  All are invited for cookies, finger sandwiches, and beverages.  A group of sophomore parents assist in serving and clean up.  There is opportunity to visit in the courtyard and take photos.  At approximately 10:15 pm, seniors will board OES buses and be transported to the all-night party sponsored by the junior parents.  You will hear more about the party from the junior parents who organize this event.

Graduation Party, June 17: Graduates are bused to a secret location for the all-night party that has been planned and staffed by the junior parents. The party includes some all-class activities, letters from faculty, and parting gifts.  In the interest of safety, seniors must take the bus to the party and may not leave early unless they are picked up at the party by their parent or a dorm parent.  The party usually ends at 4:45 am the following morning.  The junior parents are committed to providing the seniors with a fun and safe party and will begin to communicate with senior parents about party specifics in March or early April.

Be sure to look for announcements in the Voice in the months approaching graduation for further details.  As always, please feel free to email freemanp@oes.edu or call me if you have questions.

Sincerely,

Pat Freeman

US Admin Asst & Graduation Coordinator
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