
11th Grade PAL Meeting Minutes 

October 17, 2016 

 

Attendees: Jennifer Hapke, Corbet Clark, Kara Tambellini, Deb Walsh, Amanda Weber-

Welch, Chris Schuck, Paula Sutton, Julie Solomon, Ron Silver, Simon M., Nahida M. 

 

Julie Solomon- 11th Grade Parent and OES Annual Fund Representative- 

The OES Annual Fund – 

Yearly drive all parents, faculty, staff, alumni. 

Fills in the monetary gap between tuition and actual cost ($3,500 per student) 

Goal: $850,000 this year 

Donate to continue the extraordinary education your student is receiving at OES. 

Many employers will match your contribution- donate through your company! 

 

Jennifer Hapke- 11th Grade PAL Representative 

Sign up to deliver faculty snacks April 18, 2017. Sign up for the Honeywell Alert System. If you 
are an Eastside family, consider designating a Westside family for an emergency that may 

prevent you from travelling across the river. Next 11th grade PAL is Monday after Thanksgiving, 

November 28th. 

 

Paula Sutton- College Counselor- 

PSAT is this Wednesday. Students will not be admitted if they are late. All cell phones must be 

turned in. If your student is found with a cell phone during the PSAT break, they will forfeit the 

test. Students need a regular leaded pencil, a calculator, and a snack. Scores will be available on-

line in December. 

The College Fair is this Sunday, 10/23. Go. Better to pre-register so that the college 

representative can easily scan your student barcode. College visits to OES end Nov. 9. 52 

colleges are still coming to OES. Discuss with your student.  

 

Ron Silver- OES parent of Corey, Class of 2012, Eight year Winterim leader of Civil Rights 

tour of Alabama and of Civil War tour in D.C, Penn., W. Va. (most awesome, life-changing 

Winterims- Jana) 

Ron is putting together an educational tour June 21-28, 2017 for OES Upper School students 

and parents that will encompass Boston to Philadelphia, “Colony to Country”. Incoming 9th 

through 12th grade students welcome. 9th graders must have parents along, the 10th-12th grade 

students can attend alone or with parents.  He will cover Boston 1770-1775, the Boston 

Massacre, Tea Party, Sons of Liberty, Lexington, Concord, Bunker Hill, and then to Philadelphia 

to cover the Declaration of Independence, the Constitutional Convention. Also maybe a side 

trip to Trenton, to review Washington crossing the Delaware. Ron would ultimately like to 

offer a 4th component of this American Historical education with a trip to France “Lafayette, 

We are Here” to include Paris, post WWI, Normandy. More information to follow.  

 

Chris Schuck- Assistant Head of Upper School 

The US Head Search Committee is at work. There is an “opportunity statement” on the OES 

website. There are also national postings and work with 2 search firms. Collecting portfolios 



next month and bringing 2-4 finalists to campus for 2 day visits.  This will probably be January, 

2017. Committee seeking input from parents and students. 

 

Kara Tambellini- Upper School Dean of Students 

Science Research- Your student’s science research plan has been approved. The introduction 

and first set of data points are due the first week of November. 

 

LJP-Literary Journalism Project- Topics have been approved. First installment due next 

Monday/Tuesday. Second installment due Nov. 1st/2nd. First draft due Nov. 14th/15th. 

 

Service Learning- Your student should have already finished 20 hours. If not, check with Robin 

Schauffler and get a plan. 

 

The “Antigone Project” was brought to campus. It was a powerful opportunity for the US 

students to have a talkback with the casts of the performance. 

 
Corbet Clark- Interim Head of Upper School- 

Week of Octoberim- PSAT, Junior Relationship Retreat- MANDATORY graduation 

requirement. Do not go on vacation. The weekend is a “one assignment” only per class, due 

Monday.  Election forum went well. Student mock elections at the end of the month. 

 

All US forum regarding harassment training had fallout that is being addressed. Inappropriate, 

hurtful language was inadvertently used. Students and faculty were upset. There has been 

ongoing brisk discussion between students, faculty, and advisors. This has led to further 

discussion about reconciliation, self-correction and apology. 

 

Amanda Weber-Welch, US Counselor &Deb Walsh- Upper School Dean of Students 

Freedom from Chemical Dependence program will again be presented to 11th grade students, 

tomorrow during their open block. Two students on Policy Board, Simon M. and Nahida M. 

presented the new revised “Drug & Alcohol Policy”. There is an amnesty policy that allows 

students to come forward with their concerns about their own health, and the first incident will 

be handled as a counseling issue, not a disciplinary issue. Repeat offenses will be handled as both 

disciplinary and counseling issues. This new policy is in the OES Handbook. The students asked 

that parents consider a parallel policy with their student, so as to maximize the opportunity for 

counseling intervention before any punitive measures are taken. OES is working on a single 

“resource card” for students, modeling after a similar approach at Reed College. 

 

The Junior relationship Retreat is based on the “power for good” in all relationships.  There will 

be four outside speakers and several workshops for students.  There are several resources for 

parents regarding talking to your student/child about these issues. See pdf attachment of 

resources for parents. 

See Google slides regarding relationship retreat. 

 

Amanda would like to receive emails from parents specifically addressing the stress issues of 

students, in order to continue to address stress with both parents and students at a future 

meeting. 


