
 

 

10th Grade PAL Meeting 
October 10th, 2016 
DVR 
 
Welcome- Rico McIver 
Thank you for attending Monday meetings this year 
Wednesday, October 19th will be 10th grade parent Coffee Hour, 8:30 at 

Burdick residence 
 
Deb Walsh-Dean of Students 

• Upper School Update mostly focused on student life, activities and programs on 

and off campus, health and wellness, cultural work, spiritual work; 

• The Policy Board is responsible for issues that most directly impact student life; 

• Introduced Simon Mehari and Bisrat Berhe, who discussed the Drug & Alcohol 

Policy and outlined the new Amnesty policy (If you would like to have a copy of 

the policy, please ask Rico.) : 

• There was concern that students who were having a problem were afraid to 

come in for help because they thought they would get punished (while under 

the influence); 

• The Policy still states no possession of drugs etc; 

• Under the Amnesty policy, a first-time event that is voluntarily self-reported 

will be considered a health problem not a violation.  Students who might 

have a problem will be referred to Deb for help.  Subsequent events will be 

considered for disciplinary action; 

• Students urge that this conversation be paralleled at home, so that students 

are not afraid to go to their parents when they feel they have a problem.  

Student’s safety first. Encourage them to come forward both for themselves 

and their friends. 

• Deb clarified that amnesty does not mean privacy, parents will still be included 

in the discussions and the health intervention. 

 
Tom Handel- Experiential Education Coordinator 

• Backpacking trip: Great trip, the weather cooperated and there were no problems 

on the trip.  Some confusion at pick-up.  In future he will stick with a set time 

instead of having people call.  There will be a photo slide show in November, he 

will let us know once it’s scheduled. 

 
John Halloran- Head Class Advisor 



 

 

• There will be a 10th grade cultural event, probably will be in winter on a Sunday; 

• Octoberim: Identity retreat for 10th grade (with Kara), with follow-up on last 

year’s conversations.  The focus this year is “how do you respond to tricky 

situations?”  The program lets the kids define what “tricky” is.  As it is difficult 

to respond “in the moment,” the program helps them plan out scenarios and be 

prepared.  On Thursday, they will create skits and create a draft of a PSA. They 

also discuss who do we want to be, what is the culture that we want to create; 

• Many students thought that the presentation by the school attorneys was great.  

(Joy Ellis came in to talk about the laws regarding harassment in school settings 

on October 7th); 

• This grade’s character: Strong leaderships, different personality groups, all active 

in something. 

 
Paula Sutton- College Counselor 

• Students will be taking the PSAT on Wednesday, October 19th.  School handles 

registration for PSAT, starts at 8:45.  Please make sure your student is here by 

8:30, calculator and has 2 #2 pencils.  Encourage them to go through the practice 

test.  Scores will probably be received in December, via email to student stating 

that they can log in to get scores.  Remind them not to discuss at school.  They 

will get their test booklet back.  Don’t use old SAT prep books; 

• There will be a parent meeting in March/April on college planning; 

• Students go on a college planning retreat at start of junior year; 

• Sophomores may go to the college fair (October 23rd-24th) 

[https://www.oregoncc.org/events/2016/10/portland-national-college-fair-2016] 

if they are interested, but it is early.  If they go, they should bring someone with 

them and pre-register so that they have the bar code; 

• She will come talk about testing in more detail in a future meeting, but in general 

test scores go up year to year, test scores are only one component of college 

application and more colleges are not using these scores at all or are offering 

options. 

 
Amanda Webber-Welsh- US Counselor 

• Octoberim was created to ease the problem of multiple interruptions in the fall 

semester and combined all into one week.  There is a four-year progression on 

the programming, the 10th grade focus is “How do I connect to and influence my 

communities?”  They also look at Drug & Alcohol use and the reasons behind 

these choices, who’s predisposed to addiction, and how to assert themselves  

https://www.oregoncc.org/events/2016/10/portland-national-college-fair-2016


 

 

Developmentally, the summer between 10th and 11th grade is a peak time for 

experimentation; 

• Saying “oh, teenagers engage in risky behaviors” can encourage risky behavior; 

• D & A parent info sessions are on Tuesday, October 18th from 8:00-9:00am 

(Platt Global Classroom), or Wednesday, October 19th from 7:00-8:00pm 

(DVR); 

• FCD also holds sessions with faculty and staff on interrelations and support for 

students [http://fcd.org]; 

• She has a lot of books available for parents to borrow on many subjects. 

 
Corbet Clark-Interim Head of US 

• There is some concern that since Oregon has legalized marijuana for adults that 

students think it’s okay for them as well, but there is a great deal of evidence that 

the adolescent brain processes drugs differently and that they can cause long-

term damage.  He encourages parents to talk to students about this.  The concept 

of Octoberim is to take a break from the ongoing pressures of the school year 

and refocus on other, equally important issues. The programs are essential in 

meeting the school’s mission of raising an adult, so please have kids attend 

school during Octoberim; 

• In coming weeks there will be student-led presentations and debates on a number 

of relevant topics, and mock elections on the presidential election as well as the 

other topics debated; 

• He is also focused on the students spiritual development, in addition to chapel 

program led by Jenny, there is now a school rabbi, and there was mindfulness 

program earlier in the semester.  Parents are also welcome to come to chapel 

programs (Tuesdays 10:15-10:45). 

 
Chris Schuck- Associate Head of School 

• US Head Search update: Search Committee is made up of ten members of the 

community; the Opportunity Statement has been drafted and will be posted 

shortly (next week); they expect both internal candidates and local and national 

applicants.  The school has partnered with two search firms (not locked in to 

one), very aggressive schedule, the goal is to have 2-4 finalists by December, 

then day visits with broader community.  There will be a meet-and-greet in the 

evening with each finalist. And they hope to have a recommendation to Mo by 

the end of January.  There will be a student panel in the finalist stage who will 

interact with candidates.  

 

http://fcd.org/


 

 

Deri Bash- Associate Head of US for Academics and Residential Life 

• Circulated a facebook of boarding program: there are 56 students from 12 

countries.  Try to think of them as the unique and wonderful students that they 

are, not just as representatives of their country; 

• The Backyard Exchange program allows day students, at no cost, to stay up to 

two weeks per school year in the dorms.  Parents are encouraged to host a dorm 

student for a day, a weekend, a dinner, or for a holiday.  There are two House 

heads, Peter (boys) and Brad (girls), and a diverse group of faculty who serve in 

the dorms and create a home for the boarders.  There will be about 4-5 students 

who need hosting for Thanksgiving, Brad Hoffman will let us know exactly how 

many. 

 
Robin Schauffler- Service Learning Coordinator 

• Service Learning is in direct support of the mission statement, and also teaches 

essential competencies; 

• Requirement is 60 hrs on campus, 20 hrs off campus by end of 1st semester 10th 

grade, and two projects [http://www.oes.edu/page.cfm?p=984]; 

• Robin’s job is to help and support the students meet this requirement. 

 
Andrea Wetsel- OES Fund 10th Grade Rep (Co-rep with Carrie Lawliss) 

• Urges everyone to contribute to the fund.  The gap is $3500 per student, covers 

uniforms, supplies, etc.  Thank you!! 


