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The LS PAL Team is extremely excited by the changes to the LS Uniform Policy and how they will enhance our 

sense of community, while also simplifying uniform requirements.  To help you navigate these changes, we 

have put together a list of potential questions.  Please let us know if you have a question that we did not 

cover! 

  

1. Why are there uniforms in Lower School? 

We have uniforms in Lower School to provide a sense of community, to simplify the process of children 

getting ready for school each day, and so students are known for who they are, not for what they 

wear. 

 

2. What is the goal of the new policy? 

 To celebrate and perpetuate the OES tradition by returning to the original St. Helen’s Hall plaid (Kirk 

plaid). 

 To enhance the sense of school identity and community by (a) aligning the uniform program more 

closely with school colors (forest green and light blue); and (b) promoting the OES logo. 

 To assure quality and consistency by requiring OES logos on uniforms purchased from authorized 

retailers and by simplifying uniform options. 

 

3. What are the changes to the current policy? 

 Much of the current Uniform Policy remains the same. 

 All polo shirts, sweatshirts, cardigans and fleeces must be purchased from authorized retailers and 

bear the OES logo. 

 Red is no longer an authorized uniform color and was replaced by the color light blue. 

 Macbeth plaid is no longer an authorized uniform pattern and was replaced by the Kirk plaid, the 

original OES plaid. 

 A light blue short-sleeved polo dress with OES logo and a Kirk plaid shift dress, Kirk plaid A-line jumper 

and Kirk plaid shorts were added. 

 Simplification of requirements: for example, polo shirts only -- no peter pan collars or turtlenecks.  

 

4. What are the new uniform requirements? 

All OES logo items must be purchased from the authorized OES line available at the OES store, Dennis 

Uniform or Land’s End to assure color and style consistency. The Kirk plaid items and the polo dress 

option must be purchased from Dennis Uniform. Other uniform items may be purchased elsewhere 

only if color and style match uniform requirements. Please note that used items that are in compliance 

with the new policy are available from the Used Uniform Closet located in Room 10. Please contact the 

Lower School office for more information. 

 



PANTS: 
Tailored pants with zipper front; navy blue or khaki only; no jeans, jeans 

style, no patch pockets or cargo style. 

SHORTS: 
Tailored walking shorts with zipper front; navy blue, khaki or Kirk plaid 

only; no jeans or cargo style. 

SKIRTS, SKORTS: 

 

Dennis Uniform Kirk plaid, navy blue or khaki. Navy or white leggings, 

tights or bike shorts may be worn under skirts. 

DRESS: 

Dennis Uniform short-sleeved light blue or navy polo dress; OES logo; 

Kirk plaid shift dress, Kirk plaid A-line jumper. (Navy and Khaki jumpers 

are not authorized uniform dresses.) 

SHIRTS: 
Solid white, navy, light blue or forest green; short or long sleeve polo 

shirts; OES logo required. 

SWEATSHIRTS: 
Solid navy blue, forest green or light blue; OES logo required. No OES 

spirit wear. 

SWEATERS: Navy blue cardigan; OES logo required. 

FLEECE: Navy or forest green fleece jackets or vests; OES logo required. 

SHOES: 

Shoes must offer firm support and resist slipping for active play. Closed 

toe, closed heel, athletic type shoes (e.g., tennis shoes, walking shoes, 

sport shoes) are required. No sandals, heelies, wheelies, clogs, Uggs or 

blinkies, please. Boots may be worn on snow days only. 

SOCKS: Socks are required. 

JEWELRY: 

For safety reasons, only watches and studs for pierced ears. Please 

refrain from sending the Lower School students to school with 

necklaces, drop earrings, bracelets, multiple scrunchies worn as 

bracelets, rings, etc. 

HEADWEAR: 
Hair bands should be white, navy, forest green, or Kirk plaid. No 

decorative scarves, sports caps or kerchiefs. 

OUTERWEAR: Any coat or jacket may be worn for warmth outdoors. 

 

These items are no longer part of the OES uniform:  all red items; any top not bearing an OES logo; navy and 

khaki jumpers; Macbeth plaid. 
 

5. When is this change coming into effect? 

All uniforms must be in compliance with the new guidelines by September 3, 2014.  
 

6. Where can we purchase the new uniform? 

Dennis Uniform (Kirk plaid and polo dress option is only available at Dennis Uniforms) 

Land’s End 

School Store 

 

http://www.dennisuniform.com/
http://www.landsend.com/
http://store.oes.edu/

