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Letter from Mo

Dear Friends,

The 2016–17 school year began with 
the opening of our new Lower School. 
The building in itself is beautiful and 
garnering attention for its thoughtful 
design which was driven by our teaching, 
learning, and program. It is proving to be 
even more than we’d imagined: A unique 
learning environment for our Pre-K 
through fifth grade students, with room 
for everyone to explore, create, connect, 
and commit. Thank you to everyone for 
turning dream into reality with us—
through your vision, advice, and support.

As you will read in these pages, successes 
continued to manifest throughout the 
fall. Senior Vineet Edupuganti did us 
all proud by winning the Individual 
Category in the highly prestigious 
Siemens Math, Science & Technology 
Competition (p. 6). The ceremony 
was broadcast live from Washington, 
DC, so many celebrated virtually with 
Vineet. We also saw two of our own 

Upper School students honored by 
Santa Clara University for their work in 
journalism (p. 7). And all five of our fall 
varsity sports teams competed in their 
state championships. The girls’ soccer 
team brought home the trophy for the 
fifth time in six years, and Stephanie 
Finley ’19 defeated the field to win 
the state title in girls’ cross country. In 
a feat that bodes well for our future, 
three of our Middle School teams won 
their league championships as well. 
Congratulations to all of our student-
athletes for their accomplishments.

As I reported in the Winter ’16 issue of 
OES Magazine, the Board of Trustees 
approved a new strategic plan, OES 2020: 
May Wonder Never Cease, last year. A visual 
representation of the plan is featured 
on pp. 26–27. Of particular note, we 
are redesigning space in the remaining 
portion of the Lower School, now called 
Fariss Hall, to support athletics, music, 

and program innovation and design; we 
are assessing future projects in our master 
plan; and, in the spirit of the Essential 
Competencies, we continue to Explore, 
Create, Connect, and Commit to other 
initiatives. Please look to our website (www. 
oes.edu) for occasional updates, and don’t 
hesitate to contact me or Board President 
Elizabeth Gewecke if you have questions.

Lastly, Director of Marketing and 
Communications Karen Crandal asked 
me to reflect on my first five years at OES 
(pp. 20–23). I am humbled and honored 
to serve as Head of School, and reflecting 
back over all we’ve accomplished since 
2011 makes me that much more excited 
about all that is to come for the school. 
As I often say, it is a great time to be at 
OES: Much is happening on campus 
and in the classrooms that promotes our 
mission to inspire excellence in education.

Warmly,

Mo Copeland
@MoCopelandOES
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MIDDLE SCHOOLERS TRAVEL TO LOCAL 
BUDDHIST SOCIETY
The OES Religion Department is rooted in the principle that 
studying different religions promotes awareness, commitment, and 
engagement with human spiritual experiences. In this vein, as a part 
of their Sacred Spaces field trip series, OES sixth graders visited the 
Cambodian Buddhist Society of Oregon in West Linn. Also known 
as Watt Dhammarangsi, the temple is home to a community of 
monks and serves as a cultural educational experience for visitors. 
Because of their extensive research before the field trip, the students 
took this trip mainly to feel the temple’s calmness. This relaxed 
environment was very apparent to student Logan Carter ’23, who 
reflected that “they make it a comfortable community, and you even 
take your shoes off.” The other religious traditions the sixth graders 
are studying this year include Hinduism, Judaism, and Taoism. 

SENIOR TAKES GRAND PRIZE IN SIEMENS AWARD COMPETITION
Senior Vineet Edupuganti earned first place in the Individual Category at the 17th annual Siemens 
Foundation Competition in Math, Science & Technology this fall. In the process, he secured the 
grand prize of a $100,000 scholarship.

Edupuganti’s winning project involved the creation of a biodegradable battery. This technology could 
have many different uses, especially in the medical field. For example, the battery could be placed 
inside of a tracking device that a patient could swallow. The device could monitor and diagnose 
complex internal problems, then simply disintegrate in the patient’s body after a few days.

As part of his success, the grand-prize winner appeared on many local and national radio and TV 
shows, including Oregon Public Broadcasting’s Think Out Loud, and was one of The Oregonian’s Top 
25 nominees for its Oregon Person of the Year Award. On the OPB radio show, host Dave Miller 
asked him how he developed his interest in science and technology. 

“Ever since I was a kid, I have always been interested in discovery and exploration,” said Edupuganti. 
“But when I came to Oregon Episcopal School in sixth grade, one thing that definitely helped me was the science research program where teachers 
guide students through the whole process of going through the scientific method—from formulating a problem and hypothesis, to coming up 
with a detailed procedure and learning how to convey results in an effective manner. Right now, the scientific method is like second nature to me 
because of how many projects I have done.”

The Siemens Competition, launched by the Foundation in 1999, is designed to “promote excellence in math, science, and technology. It honors 
the best and brightest students for their accomplishments in math and science—students who are changing the world for the better.”

NEWS BRIEFS

OES HOSTS INAUGURAL OREGON GIRLS 
SPORTS LEADERSHIP SUMMIT
OES hosted more than 200 female student-athletes in grades 9–12 
last fall for the inaugural Oregon Girls Sports Leadership Summit. 
The summit, conceived by OES Associate Athletic Director Missy 
Smith, was designed to provide young women with concrete 
leadership tools. “Asking student-athletes to be leaders without 
preparing them for the responsibility is unfair,” said Smith. “Often 
much is expected of our leaders, but seldom do we teach them the 
necessary skills to succeed.” Over the course of the day participants 
met in breakout sessions, learned about the history of Title IX, and 
listened to keynote speaker and broadcasting pioneer Ann Schatz 
articulate the importance of hard work both on and off the field. 
“You are never too young to lead,” urged Schatz. 
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UPPER SCHOOL THESPIANS 
JOURNEY TO THE WEST
This fall’s theatrical production was Journey to the West, a story 
of spiritual voyages. The story itself is centuries old, written 
in the 1500s and attributed to Wu Cheng’en. OES’s staged 
version was written in 2011 by playwright Mary Zimmerman 
and directed by English teacher Debby Schauffler. Journey to 
the West takes the audience across time through the eyes of a 
mischievous monkey who seeks the secrets of immortality, yet 
ends up taking a pilgrimage to reincarnation and redemption. 
The play involved major contributions from OES students, 
including original drumming compositions from Shiva 
Bharadwaj ’17 and dances taught to the cast by Aashna 
MacLennan ’20. As Edward Pinkava ’18 (portrayer of the 
Monkey) shared, his challenging role involved going from 
“such a high level of physical energy (leaping and running 
about) at the beginning of the play, to becoming a calm, 
composed figure, while still maintaining some aspect of the 
wildness and unpredictability of the monkey at the end.” This 
production also linked to several classroom activities over the 
course of the fall term.

STUDENTS SECURE JOURNALISM AWARDS
Santa Clara University honored two OES seniors this 
fall for their writing and reporting efforts. Elise Kuechle 
and Julia Witteman were both recognized as Finalists by 
the Santa Clara University Journalism Awards for pieces 
they first wrote for their junior year Literary Journalism 
Projects and then published in The Dig, OES’s Upper 
School online newspaper. The annual awards, organized by 
Santa Clara’s Journalism Program and The Santa Clara, the 
university’s award-winning student newspaper, honor the 
best in high school journalists nationwide. Kuechle received 
her News Story category honors for an article entitled “A 
Second Simplicity: Death with Dignity in Oregon,” while 
Witteman’s award-winning piece, “Hot Rods,” earned her 
an award in the Feature Story category.

SENIORS TAKE TO THE SCREEN IN FILM PROJECT
Simon Mehari and Maya Caulfield, both ’17, participated in the filming of 
a video project funded by the American Association of University Women 
and produced by the Portland-based nonprofit Stop Sexual Assault in 
Schools (SSAIS). The hour-long film is designed to raise awareness of gender 
discrimination and Title IX protection in K–12 schools. Said Caulfield of the 
experience, “Ever since I did my Literary Journalism Project junior year on 
sexual assault at college campuses, I have been very invested in this topic. I 
absolutely believe the video will help OES students [and others] understand 
these matters. It is one of the most inclusive approaches to learning about 
sexual harassment that I have ever seen.” The video will be released directly to 
YouTube in the fall of 2017.

Photo courtesy of Portland Tribune
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CAMPUS EVENTS

Homecoming 2016

Grandparents & Special Friends Day

Lower and Middle School students show off skills to the guests at 
Grandparents & Special Friends Day.

Grandparents & Special Friends Day

OES students 
display their 
Aardvark pride.

 The OES Aardvarks boys’ varsity soccer team takes the field!
Aardy the Aardvark 

greets one of 
his fans.
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1869
Society 
Dinner

Grandparents and special friends take part in weekly Chapel. 

Having fun at recess!

Ronit Mehta 
’22 entertains 
guests.

Grandparents & Special Friends Day

Science 
experiments 
by MS science 
teacher Ryan 
Holland. Board 
of Trustees 
President 
Elizabeth 
Gewecke helps 
“blow things up.”

Parent Jana Reddoch shows off 
one of US Librarian Chris Myers’s 
favorite reads.

OES athletes high-fiving guests. 

Head of School Mo 
Copeland thanks the 
1869 Society.

Piano performance by 
Lucas Liu ’17.

Peter Buonincontro, Visual and Performing 
Arts teacher, as the ever-energetic emcee of 
the night. 
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STATE HONORS, BOYS

SOCCER
1st Team All District
Brian Garten ’18
Reed Huston ’17

2nd Team All District
Aidan White ’18

Honorable Mention All District
Thomas Hochman ’19 
Max Park ’18

ATHLETICS

STATE HONORS, GIRLS

SOCCER
1st Team All District
Joanna Cloutier ’19
Stephanie Finley ’19
Annika Lovestrand ’18
Megan Ruoff ’18

2nd Team All District
Catherine Lawliss ’17
Rachel Lowell ’19

Honorable Mention All District
Ruby Aaron ’18
Emily Ford ’19
Olivia Giannini ’19
Maya Lawliss ’19
Haley Rice ’18

VOLLEYBALL
1st Team All League
Maxine Matheson-Lieber ’20
Paige Morrow ’20
Belle Scott ’17

Honorable Mention All League 
Christina Boxberger ’19
Abby McIver ’17

“Champions,” Muhammad Ali once said, “aren’t made in 
gyms. Champions are made from something they have deep 
inside them—a desire, a dream, a vision.” For the first time in 
school history, all five fall OES varsity teams took their dreams 
to the top levels of competition, each qualifying for the state 
championships in their respective sports—and three of our 
Middle School teams won their championships! Here’s how all 
the Aardvark athletic teams fared this season.

Sports Round-Up
SOCCER Girls’ Varsity started their season 
with strength, beating Scappoose’s 4A squad 
in pre-season play. Over the course of the next 
three months, the girls consistently delivered 
solid performances, bolstered by leadership from 
players like Ruby Aaron and Annika Lovestrand 
(both ’18). Under Coach Jessica Wolvert’s 
tutelage, they finished 14-3. By the second 
weekend in November, the stage was set for OES 
to meet Catlin Gabel in the state championship 
game. After falling behind 1-0 early in the 
second half, the Aardvarks equalized. Then, 
with five minutes remaining, Lovestrand put 
in the winning goal. The team’s win at state is 
its fifth in six years, and its seventh overall state 
championship title.

Boys’ Varsity, rising to the challenge of fielding 
a young team, went 7-5-4 this season. Easily 
one of the most impressive highlights involved 
a Friday evening matchup against Riverdale 
on the Aardvarks’ new home turf field. The 
opposing Mavericks went up 2-0, but as Athletic 
Director Dennis Sullivan wrote in his weekly 
blog, “Oliver Ulmer ’20 scored in the first 90 
seconds of the second half and put in another 
hustle goal to tie it up, then Reed Huston ’17 
scored to take the lead.” The boys finished third 
overall in the league. While they ultimately fell 
to Catlin Gabel in the quarterfinal round of the 
state tournament, the squad, coached by David 
Rosenberg, definitely has a bright future.

Girls’ JV battled some tough teams from bigger 
schools this year, as the JV squads regularly 
competed against 5A and 6A programs. Coached 
by Dennis Chang, the girls’ squad finished with 
a winning record of  6-5. “Alma Nye ’19,” noted 
Chang, “was once again our leading scorer, 
totaling a remarkable 22 goals over the past 
two seasons.” The girls beat rival Catlin Gabel 
twice during the season, once at home and once 
on Catlin’s home field. Other impressive wins 
included a 6-0 victory over McNary and a 4-0 
besting of McMinnville.

With coach Skyler Stevenson at the helm, our 
Boys’ JV team boasted 13 different goal scorers 
over the course of the season! A gritty 4-3 win 
over 6A Grant High School was a huge victory 
for the team, who ultimately finished the season 
with a record of 5-7.

Boys’ JV2, coached by Josh Brown, faced some 
early obstacles like losing their starting goalkeeper 
to injury. Several team members stepped up to 
fill the void, like Kennedy Balandi ’20, who both 
scored goals up front and played solid defense. 
The team broke even with a season record of 4-4.

Girls’ Varsity Soccer

Boys’ Varsity Soccer
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Middle School Boys (Green) went a stunning 
12-0-1 this season with Coach Scott Corris at 
the helm. They set the pace by winning their 
first game of the season 1-0 against Tualatin 
Valley Junior Academy and continued to play 
excellent soccer throughout the coming months. 
With an “all-around team effort all season,” the 
boys made it to the championship game against 
First Hills Lutheran. With 11 seconds left on the 
clock in regulation, Braeden Carter ’23 scored 
the winning goal to give OES a 2-1 win and the 
championship title.

Middle School Boys (Blue), coached by Jack 
Rossing, secured a 7-4-1 season record. Notable 
victories included a 5-0 win over Catlin Silver in 
early September, and a 5-4 triumph against Life 
Christian to secure the Blue team’s spot in the 
MCL West Semifinals. In the semifinal match, 
the fourth-ranked boys faced OES’s own Green 
team in a game that went back and forth before 
Green ultimately won 1-0. 

Middle School Boys (Central) went undefeated 
in their regular season, netting a record of 11-0. 
Coached by Eric Dams, the boys only allowed 
four goals over the course of the entire season. 
After besting Catlin Gabel twice during the 
regular season, the two teams squared off in the 
MCL Central Championship game. Dennis 
Sullivan wrote that “The boys would not falter, 
and won 2-0. They played with great intensity 
and focus to win the championship.”

Middle School Girls started their season off 
0-5, but never lost hope. With Coach Anthony 
Pagano leading the way, the team went on a five-
game winning streak to qualify for the playoffs. 
In the semifinal game versus Catlin Gabel, the 
girls scored with just one minute left on the 
clock to advance to the championship game. 
The final contest against Riverdale was filled 
with excitement and intensity as the Aardvarks 
fell behind 1-0 with fewer than 15 minutes 
remaining. But five minutes later, OES scored to 
equalize and Wylly Wilmott ’22 put the winning 
goal in soon after. The team’s season record 
ended up at 7-6.

VOLLEYBALL Girls’ Varsity, coached by 
Jennifer Hormann, finished an impressive 16-7 
this fall. In September the girls went on the road 
to the Kennedy Volleyball Tournament and took 
top honors, defeating Bonanza in three sets. To 
qualify for state at the end of the season, the 
Aardvarks had to secure a victory over Portland 
Adventist Academy, and did so in a thrilling 
matchup that went a full five sets. The team 
battled Creswell’s tough squad in the first round 
of the state championship but couldn’t come 
out on top. As Associate Athletic Director Missy 
Smith shared, “They had a remarkable season 
with great chemistry and strong senior leadership 

from Lexy Tracy, Arianna Rahimian, Belle Scott, 
and Lianna Semonsen (all ’17).”

Girls’ JV 12 team members worked hard to earn 
a winning record this year, finishing their season 
at 8-6. As Coach Ali Carleton reflected, “What 
I’m most proud of for the JV team is their 
passion and fight. Many of our games required 
tremendous resiliency to come back and take 
the win after a rough start.  Regardless of the 
outcome, the girls were always respectful and 
exemplified great sportsmanship!” 

Girls’ JV2 “We started off the season with a 
win at Warrenton and finished with a two-win 
streak at the end,” shared Stephanie Rankin, girls’ 
JV2 volleyball coach. The girls improved so much, 
especially working together and communicating as 
a team.” The team finished with a record of 3-3.

Middle School Girls’ A, a squad of hardworking 
eighth graders and one sixth grader, played 
under Coach Jessica Wolfram for a season record 
of 3-10. Volleyball B secured a 7-4 regular 
season record with coach Brittney Johnson at 
the helm. And our sixth grade volleyball team, 
coached by Lauran Pratt, did the Class of 2023 
proud by finishing its season at 8-2 with a seven-
game winning streak!

CROSS COUNTRY Boys’ and Girls’ Cross 
Country both started their seasons running hard 
and never looked back. Under the leadership 
of Coach Virna Darling, the girls’ squad placed 
third in the mid-September OES Cross Country 
Invitational, then finished second at Districts. 
After retaining her title as District Champion, 
Stephanie Finley ’19 (also a strong member of 
the girls’ varsity soccer team) placed first overall 
at the state meet, finishing with a five-second 
cushion over the field of 86 runners. The 
remainder of the girls’ squad ran tightly together 
to net OES a seventh place overall finish.

Ryan Holland’s boys’ team also began their 
season by placing third at home in the OES 
Invitational. They too finished second overall 
at Districts, led by a strong performance from 
senior captain Grant Thomas ’17, who took 
third individually. At the state meet on a rainy, 
muddy course, the team worked together to 
secure ninth place overall. Jack Casalino ’18 

finished 21st out of 112 runners, while Thomas 
finished 29th. The team will certainly miss 
the leadership of Thomas, Chandler Watson 
’17, and Henry Talbott ’17 next year, but look 
forward to continuing their success.

Middle School Boys’ and Girls’ cross country 
coach John Becher offered these thoughts on his 
runners’ performances this season: “This year’s 
teams were an excellent representation of OES 
on and off of the course. I could always count on 
the team to perform with guts, determination, 
and heart while exuding kindness and good 
sportsmanship. Cross country is a tough sport 
and I could not have asked more of these 
athletes. Both teams put forth the effort of 
champions in practice and in competition, but it 
was the girls’ team for whom it all came together 
with the perfect combination of work ethic, 
talent, and courage—earning them the win at 
the District Championships.”

FENCING The OES Fencing Program remains 
present in both national and international news. 
Chloe Fox-Gitomer ’18 finished fifth out of 117 
competitors at the Junior Women’s Sabre Cup in 
Poland, held in late October. This win secured 
Fox-Gitomer a 13th overall ranking in the 
world’s U20 Division and a first-place ranking in 
the United States.

Girls’ Varsity
Volleyball

Stephanie Finley ’19

Boys’ Cross Country
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Aardvarks Connect: 
Come Join Us!

ALUMNI EVENTS

1

2

3

4

Interim Head of Upper School 
Corbet Clark hosted an alumni 
event in Washington, DC, over the 
summer. Pictured are Corbet, Ariel 
Veroske ’10, Alan Dappen ’70, 
Brittney Lenard ’08, Katherine 
(Voll) Yorks ’99, Jacqueline Youm 
’04, Charlie Enloe ’99, Ashleigh 
(Asaph) O’Brien ’90, Lia Dawley 
’08, and Piper (Iles) Griffin ’99.

Director of Advancement Liz 
MacDonell and Alumni and 
Donor Relations Manager Sara 
Berglund hosted events in Seoul 
and Tokyo this fall, where alumni 
and parents were able to connect 
and reconnect. Special thanks to 
Sangyoon Lee ’05 and Ryan Shin 
’07 in Seoul, and Saya Goto ’05 
and Ryoji Matsuzaki ’06 in Tokyo, 
for organizing these fantastic 
events.

Head of School Mo Copeland and 
Director of Development Madeline 
Pruett hosted an alumni event in 
San Francisco last spring. Pictured 
are Caitlin (Donovan) Fish ’08, 
Maddy Hassin ’09, Brady Haugh 
’09, and Sidra Tareen ’09.

Alums enjoyed drinks, appetizers, 
and reconnecting with classmates 
at the 2016 annual Alumni 
Holiday Social held at Bridgeport 
Brewery on December 21.

1

2

2

Alumni gather at home and abroad
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June 2–4, 2017:  Alumni Reunion Weekend 
Reunions for classes ending in ’2 and ’7

SAve the date!

Learn more at: oes.edu/alumni

3

4

4

4

4

4
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Aardarks Get 
New Turf

New synthetic turf was 
installed on the varsity 
field last summer. The 

new state-of-the-art Field 
Turf product provides 

year-round playability for 
athletic teams, physical 
education classes, and 

recess. 

Growth and Change for OES 
Campus Facilities

New Lower 
School for 
Youngest on 
Campus
All Pre-K–5 students began 
the school year in our new 
Lower School featuring 
larger classrooms and other 
spaces designed to support 
the school’s project-
based inquiry curriculum. 
The building opened as 
scheduled in August, 
taking just 14 months 
for construction, and was 
made possible by the most 
successful fundraising 
campaign in OES’s history. 

Photo by Ted Morissette ’15
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Repurposing the Old Lower School
Fariss Hall, the building that previously housed grades 1–5, is currently being renovated. The revamped 
space will provide room for an all-school design and production lab, a student fitness center, music 
classrooms and practice rooms, the School Store, and offices for athletics, OES Extension, Community 
Partnerships, and the Associate Head of School. In September, the OES Board of Trustees voted to rename 
the building Fariss Hall, in honor of Gertrude Houck Fariss, who served as Headmistress of St. Helen’s Hall 
from 1954 to 1968 and led the move of the school to the Nicol Road campus in 1964. 

Making Space 
for the Outdoors

In October, Scott House was demolished, 
clearing a future Master Plan building 

site. Built in 1966 as a boys’ dormitory, it 
was a student residence hall for just a few 

years before being repurposed for many 
other uses over the years: classrooms for 

all divisions, fine arts programs, music 
lessons, Lower School library, Admissions, 

Lower School and faculty offices, faculty 
housing, and storage. With the addition 

of the new Lower School, the old building 
became unneeded surplus space. Until 

its next use is solidified, the space will be 
used as a Middle School playground. Photo by OES Art and Music 

Teacher Sue Jensen
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Fifth grader Rohan 
Kanuri ’24 works 

with his study 
buddy, dorm 

student Daisy 
Chen ’20, on 

some of his math 
problems.
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Gifts of 
Perspective: 
Boarding Students 
across OES

Imagine, as a teacher, having a small cadre 
of international students from all over the 
world to offer their perspectives and talents 
to whatever lesson you are teaching. That’s 

what it feels like to Natasha Busick, OES fifth-
grade teacher and dorm parent, when she draws 
upon the talents of the school’s boarding students 
to enrich her students’ learning. Busick recalls 
countless times when these OES students have 
directly contributed to the learning at hand in her 
classroom by their willingness to share their life 
perspectives.

The contributions the dorm students make to the 
life of the school are myriad, in ways both seen 
and unseen. In 2016–17, there are 55 boarding 
students from 11 countries. They live on campus 
in two dormitories known as Rodney and Jackson 
Houses. St. Helen’s Hall was founded in 1869 
with a boarding component that has remained an 
integral part of OES’s history. In the mid-1970s, 
international students joined domestic boarders, 
increasing the school’s diversity.

Busick dips into this diversity naturally because as 
a dorm parent, she knows the boarding students 
well. For her, at every turn, the dorm students 
can contribute in some way. She states, “There’s 
so much we do in the classroom every day that 
I can think of a dorm student who can actually 
connect to something we are doing.” For example, 
in a recent conversation about UNICEF and 

Malala Yousafzai,1 Busick referred to Nahida, a 
boarding student from Afghanistan. Nahida herself 
has met Yousafzai and spoken at a United Nations 
conference.2 Nahida spoke to Busick’s students 
about life in Afghanistan and the challenges of being 
female in a country where women’s rights are clearly 
subordinate to men’s. 

One can imagine the valuable and tangible 
connections made by Busick’s students on 
education and women’s rights as a result of 
Nahida’s perspective. This larger perspective is a 
gift the dorm students inherently offer to the OES 
community. Robin Weitzer, Upper School English 
language support teacher, reflects on the dorm 
students’ special contribution: “Anytime a person 
new and different has contact with somebody in 
our community, there’s an exchange. It’s a learning 
experience. If you add the cultural and language 
piece on top of that individual personality each 
student brings, I think there’s so much learning to 
be done.”

The dorm students tie in perfectly with the fifth 
graders’ multi-week unit on immigration. Last 
year, Busick’s students wanted to learn more about 
Vietnam. Andrew Ngo and Tod To (both class of 
’19), dorm students from Vietnam, spoke to her 
class. Busick recalls, “They talked about things 
ranging from their favorite sports to what life is like 
right now in Hanoi. The kids absolutely loved them. 
They thought everything about them was great.”

1 Malala Yousafzai is a Pakistani activist for female education and the youngest-ever Nobel Prize laureate at the age of 17. In 2012, she survived a shot in the 
head by a Taliban gunman, and since then has garnered worldwide attention for girls’ rights to education.
2 Nahida spoke at the UN conference on the HeForShe campaign, an initiative that urges men and boys to act as agents of change by encouraging them to take 
action against inequalities faced by women and girls. 
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Ada Li ‘18 shares her 
success with dorm parent 
and fifth-grade teacher 
Natasha Busick as 
Jennifer Dai ’16 looks on.

Other ways in which dorm students have contributed 
to student life in the Lower School include helping in 
classrooms, serving as study buddies after school, and 
tutoring in math sessions and Olympiads. Last year, 
Phromnachanok Ketphan ’15, a Thai Scholar who now 
attends The Citadel, The Military College of South 
Carolina, shimmied and paced in his traditional Thai 
military uniform as he taught Busick’s students dance 
moves and marches in preparation for their Veterans Day 
parade. 

For most of the dorm students, English is not their 
primary language. Kylie Wong ’18, from Hong Kong, 
shared her language skills last year by being a Mandarin 
mentor to a Middle School student. They met twice a 
week, prefaced with regular communication with the 
mentee’s Mandarin teacher, Sara Fromme. Both students 
benefitted from the pairing: the mentee received the 
language support he needed, and Wong developed more 
patience as she strove to find innovative ways to help him 
learn new words. “The experience helped me with my 
patience because I’m not a very patient person. It was 
really nice to train my patience and teach him another 
way to approach this letter, and this is another way 
you can remember how to read this,” said Wong. Steve 
Brennan, Middle School academic coordinator, says of 

the mentor-mentee relationship: “It is more meaningful 
than working with an adult. There is a good connection 
because the Middle School student sees the older student 
as blazing a path to success in Upper School. And the 
older student, who was not long ago a Middle Schooler, is 
given a chance to lead and serve.”

In the Upper School, a remarkable seven of the 11 
members who comprise the Policy Board are dorm 
students. The Policy Board is the Upper School’s 
elected student government and consists of roles such as 
representatives for Service, Identity, and Civics. Those 
serving on the Policy Board formulate policies and think 
critically about important issues at the school.

Daniel Ewnetu ’17 is the first dorm student in OES’s 
history to become student body president. A senior from 
Seattle, Washington, Ewnetu is a Rainier Scholar3 as well 
as the 2015 recipient of the Patty Jeanne Semura Award.4 
This is also Ewnetu’s fourth year on the Policy Board. 
When asked what motivated him to run for student 
council, he said, “When it came time to decide whether 
to run for president, I thought about the projects I was 
working on and how they would have a bigger impact 
if I was student body president.” Ewnetu, along with 
his colleagues Simon Hatcher ’19 and Jack Morningstar 

3 The Rainier Scholars program is an 11-year academic program in the Seattle area for students of color. Through rigorous academics and leadership development, 
the program provides personalized support for scholars and families from sixth grade through college graduation. It is “committed to eliminating barriers to educational 
opportunities and growing new generations of diverse college graduates, career professionals, and community leaders.”
4  The Patty Jeanne Semura Award was established in 2003 by Jack and Pat Semura to honor their daughter, Patty Jeanne, class of 1999, who died in 2001. The award, 
determined by vote of faculty, recognizes a sophomore at Oregon Episcopal School who possesses the vision, creativity, and potential to make a difference in the world, and 
who is an active builder of community. Of the 14 recipients, six have been dorm students.
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’18, has worked proudly and tirelessly on the school’s honor code. After much 
research and discussion, they have honed it down from its original three paragraphs 
to one sentence students can easily memorize. While not yet formalized at this 
writing, the statement includes three key words important to the OES community: 
honesty, safety, and respect. This winter, Ewnetu and Morningstar will attend a 
conference in Los Angeles, California, called Honor Systems Event: Taking Your 
School to the Next Level. While there, they will discuss building, implementing, and 
evaluating quality honor programs.

Ewnetu’s other accomplishments include an impressive list of summer internships 
(for example, working at Microsoft as a financial analyst) that have given him real-
life experience in the world of business and finance, about which he is passionate. 
Daniel has invested in stocks since eighth grade, and one should be wary of ever 
challenging him to a game of Monopoly.

Another dorm student who has embraced her role on the Policy Board is Bisrat 
Berhe ’17, also a senior from Seattle. As Service representative on the Policy Board, 
Berhe has found great satisfaction helping organizations in need. She developed the 
fundraising itch freshman year through her involvement with Midwinter Madness. 
This fundraising activity starts in September and culminates with a two-week 

event in February. Berhe 
reflects, “When I got 
into Midwinter Madness, 
I realized I really liked 
fundraising. That was 
exciting to me, to provide 
all this money to a group 
for a good cause was an 
awesome thing.” Last year, 
Midwinter Madness raised 
$13,000 for Camions 
of Care, an organization 
that distributes feminine 
hygiene products and 
provides other resources 
for homeless women in 
Portland.

Berhe, along with her 
colleagues Nahida and 
Simon Mehari ’17, has 

made her mark on the Policy Board by educating the community about the amnesty 
clause of the school’s drug and alcohol policy. The amnesty clause allows students to 
approach teachers about drug and alcohol concerns without punitive action for the 
first time. The issue would be treated as a health and wellness issue, rather than a 
disciplinary one. Berhe and her colleagues have spoken to parents about the amnesty 
clause at Parent Association Link meetings; the response has been positive. Students 
feel more open about voicing their concerns, and “a lot of the parents are on board. 
They do want to help. They care about their kids,” says Berhe.

From working directly with students through tutoring to creating and refining 
formative school policies, dorm students contribute immensely to the life of 
the entire school, grades Pre-K through 12. OES is perched on the Pacific Rim, 
making it easily accessible from other countries. And nestled on the southeast 
corner of our campus is a small boarding program that makes a large contribution 
to the mission and vision of OES. Its global citizens offer diverse perspectives that 
enrich our community and provide opportunities for learning. Their leadership 
and service contribute significantly to helping prepare students to “realize their 
power for good as citizens of local and world communities.”

It’s challenging to be a girl in Afghanistan. While I was 
growing up, my family did not have a personal car for me 
to drive everywhere. I did not have that comfort and faced 
many challenges. Most girls in my school did not face the 
same challenges because they had parents who drove them 
to school and back. I had to walk or take the bus everywhere.

Once when I was walking home from school with a bunch 
of friends, some guys threw an egg in front of us. The egg 
broke. I got angry and said, “You bought the egg just to annoy 
us and irritate us and break it in front of our feet?” One of 
the guys came over and kicked my friend. I got really mad 
and ran after them. I took one of their bicycles and stomped 
on it, breaking some parts. I yelled, “Come get your bike. You 
deserve this.”

It’s very different here at OES. I don’t face the same 
challenges. I love the education I am receiving. I’m very 
connected to my teachers here. OES has done a great job 
of teaching me how to think critically. I am very interested 
in the openness your teachers can provide for you to learn 
rather than to just follow. We think outside the box all the 
time.

Read Nahida’s essay, What is a “Good Girl” in 
Afghanistan? here: http://awwproject.org/2014/05/what-
is-a-good-girl-in-afghanistan/

PEOPLE 
OF OES

NAHIDA
Upper School Junior and OES Boarding Student

“From working directly 
with students through 
tutoring to creating and 
refining formative school 
policies, dorm students 
contribute immensely 
to the life of the entire 
school, grades Pre-K 
through 12.”
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The new OES Lower School opened at the 
start of the 2016 school year after the 
close of a three-year capital campaign 
that garnered $14 million in support of 
the 45,000 square foot building. This 
fundraising effort was the largest in the 
school's 147-year history.
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As most of us are arriving on campus 
at OES, we have an immediate next              
action in mind: Dropping off our  
 child for a day of school. Arriving 

early to prepare to teach our first classroom 
full of students. Attending a meeting. 

For Head of School Mo Copeland, daily 
arrival requires a completely different focus. 
While, like the rest of us, she may be thinking 
about meetings to attend and tasks to 
accomplish, her mind is also on what Oregon 
Episcopal School will look like and what it 
will be known for five, 10, or 20 years from 
now.

Copeland began her post as OES Head of 
School in the fall of 2011. As she reflects on 
the past five years, she is proud and grateful.

“People might think I would say that the new 
Lower School is what I am most proud of 
over these last five years,” she says. “Seeing it 
open on the first day of school this year was so 
satisfying and absolutely critical to continuing 
our mission, but when I look back on the 
last five years, the quality of people I get to 
work with here is what stands out. The people 
I work with are fiercely committed to the 
mission and vision of OES. They inspire me 
every day.”

When Copeland was looking at the prospect 
of furthering her career at OES, she knew 
it was one of the top three independent 
schools in the Northwest known especially 
for the strength of its faculty and curriculum. 
Coming to the job after more than a decade of 
serving as the head of school at Saint George’s 

School in Spokane, Washington, she was 
pleased to learn that OES had the value-added 
benefit of a full slate of career teachers who 
already had 30+ years of experience under 
their belts.

“The teaching and learning is curated really 
well here,” says Copeland. “The faculty are 
intentional and thoughtful, and it was exciting 
to know all that was solidly in place when 
I arrived. We continue to attract excellent 
faculty and staff who want to be here.” 

Copeland is a seasoned administrator, having 
worked as a dean of faculty at Lakeside 
School in Seattle, then head of upper school, 
assistant head of school, and ultimately head 
of school at St. George’s. But her career was 
not always in 
administration. 
A 1982 graduate 
of Reed College 
in Portland, 
she majored 
in physics and 
taught physics 
and math for 18 
years at Putney 
School (Putney, 
Vermont), 
Moses Brown School (Providence, Rhode 
Island), and Lakeside. 

“It was an exciting time because we got to 
create our own courses on relativity and space 
time physics. I was entrenched in teaching the 
inquiry method—rather than telling students 
the formulas, we let them discover the 
formulas through hands-on demonstrations 

and labs. And we got to play with all the fun 
toys.”

She started to feel the call toward 
administration at Lakeside as she served 
in more faculty leadership roles—faculty 
evaluation, curriculum development, and 
search committees. “I realized how much I 
enjoyed that work and saw that a shift was in 
order.”

The move to OES was largely precipitated 
by the opportunity to focus on strategic 
planning. Because Saint George’s is smaller, 
her head of school role required more time on 
day-to-day operations. The move to OES was 
a welcome shift to thinking about a school’s 
long-term future. 

“OES is a large 
and complex 
school. We have 
phenomenal 
administrators 
and faculty 
working on the 
issues of the day, 
and thinking 
deeply about 
which courses 

to teach and what kinds of experiences they 
want to give our students. That allows me 
to be thinking about where we are going in 
the future and designing the road map to 
get there. I find that very motivating and 
engaging.” 

She also appreciates her work with the OES 
Board of Trustees. “The governance of an 

“This is the beauty of 
being an independent 
school. We get to set 
our own mission.”

Five Years At OES: 
Reflecting Back with 
Head of School Mo Copeland
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independent school must hold the 20- to 30-year vision for 
the school,” explains Copeland.  

”We are a nearly 150-year old school with a strong record of 
success, so we’re in an enviable position. At the same time, 
we must always look forward, too. Our mission, vision, and 
values clearly define why we exist, where we’re going, and 
who we are. The Board looks to those guideposts regularly 
to inform its long-term decisions. How we operate in the 
next five years is informed by our current strategic plan 

[see p. 26]. We also look closely at our role in the Portland 
school landscape and the city’s demographics.” When she 
arrived in 2011, Copeland knew her first priority was to 
upgrade several campus facilities, much of which was built 
when the school moved to Nicol Road in 1964. Great work 
had already been done constructing the Drinkward Center 
for Math, Science and Technology. The completion of that 
project was a game changer from the one shared lab that all 
science classes used prior to 2008. 

“The Lower School was next,” Copeland said. “Not only 
were our Lower School buildings 50 years old, but we 
needed a fundamental change in the environment in order 

“It’s so thrilling to be 
part of a community 
where you get to think 
creatively about the 
future every day. If you 
have a big idea, you 
can probably make it 
happen.”

MO COPELAND’S
PROFESSIONAL 
EXPERIENCE

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, Oregon
2011–Present

• Head of School
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Spokane, Washington
1997–2011

• Head of School, 2000–2011
• Head of Upper School/Assistant Head of 

School, 1997–2000

Lakeside School
Seattle, Washington
1986–1997

• Dean of Faculty
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• College Counseling
• Committee Work
• Physics and Math Teacher

Moses Brown School
Providence, Rhode Island
1984–1986

• Discipline Committee
• Physics, Math, and Computer Science Teacher

Putney School
Putney, Vermont
1982–1984

• Chair, Discipline Committee
• Physics and Math Teacher

Mo travels regularly 
with her family 

on many outdoor 
adventures. A 

family favorite is 
rock climbing. This 

moment was captured 
at Red Rocks near 

Salt Lake City on 
the Johnny 

Vegas route.
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to fully live out the Reggio Emilia style of 
teaching used in our younger classrooms.” 
Exploring the immediate world around 
students and providing easy access to the 
outdoors are key ways OES Lower School 
teachers engage with their students. A team 
of students, teachers, administrators, and 
architects designed the new school that 
opened in September, 2016, so it would be 
effortless to look out the windows, observe the 
bugs, study the leaves, and truly make nature 
an extension of the classroom.

Copeland sees OES as a small school that 
grew quickly, especially in the last 10 years. 
“We have maintained all the plus sides of the 
‘old’ OES, like our collaborative community 
and the independent spirit of our teachers. 
To that, little by little, we have become more 
sophisticated, more high-profile, and stronger 
organizationally.” 

“It’s so thrilling to be part of a community 
where you get to think creatively about the 
future every day. If you have a big idea, you 
can probably make it happen. We get to make 
big changes to our program and curriculum 
and see them realized much more quickly 
than they could be in the public schools.”
Over the next five years, Copeland looks 
forward to making progress on the master 
plan for improving campus facilities. “I don’t 
think we will complete the whole thing, but 
we can tackle a good bit of it.” She would also 
like to take a fresh look at OES’s Essential 
Competencies and consider what the “2.0” 
version will look like. 

“When the Essential Competencies were 
written in 2011, they were a fantastic 
descriptor of what we were already doing. I 
would now like to look at them as an engine 
for what they compel us to do differently 
moving forward.”

Referencing back to the 
strategic plan, Copeland 
says there are many 
exciting ideas to explore 
and consider, including 
looking at how we assess 
student accomplishments, 
improving our research 
teaching in all disciplines, 
re-imagining our grading 
system, or some next, big 
idea that addresses the way we “do” school. 

“This is the beauty of being an independent 
school. We get to set our own mission. We 
still have to be accredited and set a high bar 
for ourselves, of course, but we don’t have to 
follow a prescribed curriculum or be under 
the authority of another entity telling us how 
things should be.”

When Copeland thinks about what makes 
OES special, she talks about the community 
being the true heart of the school. “In my 
experience, I think OES is unique in how 
we build community. We don’t take it for 
granted and we are very intentional with 
how we carve out time to spend together 
—from our classrooms, to our divisions, to 
our school as a whole. We make time to be 

“Education is not just a 
life of the mind, it’s a way 
to connect with the world 
and to see your power for 
good within it.”

together in different ways throughout the 
year. We celebrate successes, achievements, 
contributions, and ideas. These practices help 
us get to know one another.”

In addition to her work at OES, Copeland 
serves on boards and committees of several 
professional associations, including the 
National Association of Independent Schools’ 
Commission on Accreditation, Northwest 
Association of Independent Schools, 
Country Day School Heads Association, and 
Headmistresses of the East Association. She 
speaks regularly at conferences and recently 
published an article on data-driven leadership 
in Independent School Magazine. She also 
joined the Reed College Board of Directors 
last summer as an alumna trustee. 

In her spare time, Copeland jogs daily—often 
running into OES parents on her route. She 
spends as much time as she can outdoors, 
hiking and climbing with her family. “It’s how 
we spend time together. I am most happy 
when I am active.”

Copeland hopes students who attend OES 
find success during their time here and realize 
they have so much to offer once they leave 
the campus. “I hope they understand how 
important their education was and how well 
it has prepared them to be engaged in the 
world, and that they truly enjoy what they do. 
Education is not just a life of the mind, it’s a 
way to connect with the world and to see your 
power for good within it. It’s truly an honor 
and privilege to work with OES faculty and 
staff, students, parents, and alumni who are 
so passionate about what we do. It makes a 
difference in the world, and that feels good.”

Mo shares archival photos 
of the school with third 
graders as part of their unit 
delving into the history of 
OES and its surrounding 
neighborhoods.
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Seniors  Lexy Tracy and Arianna 
Rahimian can identify their first 
encounters with power for good: 
classroom discussions with fellow 

Kindergarteners. Colleagues, activists, and 
good friends, Tracy and Rahimian are both 
OES Lifers, having matriculated in 2005. “At 
OES, from the very start there is a huge aspect 
of service,” explains Tracy. “It’s addressed in 
every class you’re taking and in everything 
you’re doing,” Rahimian confirms.

Even at age five, Tracy and Rahimian already 
knew what it meant to give back to their 
communities. Rahimian’s mother consistently 
emphasized the importance of serving others, 
while Tracy’s family included service and being 
thankful among their core values.

Rahimian has so many different service 
endeavors happening simultaneously, it’s hard 
to keep track. When asked what’s on her plate 
this year, she says: “I tutor through AASK 
[Aardvarks Advocate Skills and Knowledge] in 
the winter and the spring; and I tutor in the 
Lower School for fourth grade students. I have 

Beaverton OES Leadership Team [formerly 
AASK Student Advisory Council]. I’m doing 
a Planned Parenthood group again. I’ll 
probably go back to Portland State and be on 
the Girls’ Council at the Center for Women’s 
Leadership —that was a lot of fun. Oh, and I 
started a nonprofit.”

When queried further about the organization 
she founded, Rahimian explains, “I started 
a Young Refugee Integration Initiative. Our 
goal is to help local refugee high school 
students with cultural transition work 
and academic support.” She also enlisted 
the support of Tracy and their volleyball 
teammates. The team hosted a fundraiser last 
fall to purchase home restart kits with items 
like pots and pans, bedding, shower curtains, 
and other items necessary for moving into a 
new home.

While Tracy is active in the Upper School’s 
Midwinter Madness committee raising money 
for multiple community organizations, her 
work doesn’t stop there. Her list of ongoing 
projects includes OES’s Service Learning 

Advisory Council, the 
AASK tutoring program, 
and Youth Ending Slavery 
[YES]. Rahimian and Tracy 
founded OES’s chapter 
of YES, a Portland-based 
student-run nonprofit 
that combats modern-day 
slavery and empowers 
youth to be advocates for 
change. The two friends 
had to secure approval 
from the city-wide 
chapter to establish the 
organization’s presence at 
OES. 

Additionally, for this year’s 
Upper School Winterim, 
Rahimian will attend 
the National Service 
Learning Conference for 

the second year in a row. Tracy will travel to 
Nepal to help local youth rebuild part of their 
community destroyed by a 2015 earthquake. 

As OES Upper Schoolers, the students are 
required to complete two service learning 
projects and 80 service hours before they 
graduate (60 off-campus, 20 on-campus). 
They, and many others, have far exceeded 
those requirements.

Kristen Haferbecker, Annie Russell, and 
Robin Schauffler serve as OES’s three 
Divisional Service Learning Coordinators 
(Lower, Middle, and Upper, respectively). 
Along with Head Chaplain Phillip Craig, they 
comprise a team whose charge is to empower 
students in all 15 grades at OES with ways to 
give back to local and global communities. 
Haferbecker is in her first year as the Lower 
School Service Learning Coordinator. 
Drawing on the National Youth Leadership 
Council’s “K–12 Service Learning Standards 
for Quality Practice,” Haferbecker developed a 
service learning continuum that the team now 
uses as a guideline.

“The beautiful part about any continuum,” 
Haferbecker explains, “is that you can find 
yourself on it, so it honors the place where 
you are and it gives you insight into how you 
could move yourself or your students along 
the continuum in different areas.” 

“It’s good to have a framework and language 
to use as we think through what our programs 
are and how we can improve them,” Russell 
offers. Although she is new to the service 
learning team this year, Russell expresses 
appreciation for the process thus far. “I’m 
having a lot of important and compelling 
conversations about the way we ask students 
to engage with service at the school.”

Both Haferbecker and Russell have high praise 
for Schauffler, their experienced colleague. 
Schauffler joined OES as the Upper School 

Creating a Culture of Service:

Lexy Tracy and Arianna Rahimian (both ’17) at the 2016 Walk to End Slavery. 
Photo by Hannah Ginsberg

How OES cultivates a passion in students to 
find their power for good

FFF
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Service Learning Coordinator in 2003. “At 
the time OES was looking to increase the role 
of service learning in the Upper School, really 
looking to change the program. They made a 
huge commitment.” 

Still, the school’s dedication to service learning 
predates Schauffler’s tenure. As she puts 
it, “Power for good has been in the mission 
statement for a very long time. The school 
has long been committed to what we’re doing 
programmatically from the very youngest of 
students all the way up to graduation.”

When asked what service means to these three 
professionals, either in the context of OES or 
in their own personal lives, each educator has 
a different answer—but their answers have 
common threads.

“Service takes the ‘what’ into the ‘what now’ 
or ‘what next,’” shares Haferbecker. “It’s like 
the Grinch moment where his heart grows 
three sizes and breaks the frame.” 

In all three divisions, students drive the service 
work. “Every year literacy, and access to 
literacy tools, comes up as an issue the Lower 
School students want to address in their 
community,” Haferbecker explains. “They say 
they can’t imagine a world in which books are 
not available, and we want to honor that— 
which is how the partnership began with The 
Children’s Book Bank. We’re really trying to 
create a heart connection that manifests in 
action.”

For Russell, service has been an evolutionary 
process. “In my life as a professional and 
even as a young person, I was very involved 
in thinking about issues of equality and 
social justice, and how to teach those values. 
Thinking about how to teach these values has 
been fascinating.”

Middle School service 
learning is currently 
a combination of 
established and new 
endeavors. “At this point 
practices are changing 
in the sixth grade a little 
bit,” says Russell. “We’re 
just starting this year 
to work with Zenger 
Farm, thinking about 
how food moves and 
how that shifts based on 
where you live, and what 
kind of grocery store you 

can access.” In seventh grade, the classes help 
prepare meals at Loaves and Fishes; the eighth 
grade students travel to Blanchet House, 
which focuses on providing food, shelter, and 
social services to those experiencing poverty. 
Additionally, there are three all-Middle School 
service days.

“To me, service is what you do,” reflects 
Schauffler. “It’s how you live a life. I have 
always seen ‘hands to work’ as almost a 
magic pill for community and character 
building.” Schauffler has woven this thread 
of service throughout her various educational 
roles helping students make community 
connections.

OES Upper School students work with 
myriad nonprofits. One in particular stands 
out to Schauffler though: the connection with 
Clay Street Table. “We really ended up having 
a profound effect on their neighborhood 
community when we were there helping 
at their food pantry. When some of the 
older, Asian people started 
coming in to access food 
and to volunteer their time, 
the regular staff couldn’t 
communicate with them 
because they didn’t speak 
Mandarin. But our OES kids 
did.”

As a result, Clay Street 
Table now holds a once-
a-month Asian Breakfast 
with Mandarin classes 
from all over Portland in 
attendance. OES students 
shop for groceries and cook 
a wide assortment of foods 
for the breakfast, including 
traditional dumplings. “Our 

students have really made it happen, stage by 
stage,” Schauffler marvels.

The late spring 2016 sun is shining on a 
podium set up in front of the iconic OES 
Belltower, where the entire school—Pre-K 
through 12 students, staff, and faculty, along 
with parents, alumni and other guests—have 
gathered to usher in the school’s 30th annual 
Mount Hood Climb Service Day. Each May, 
this day honors the lives of the OES students 
and employees who were lost in a climbing 
accident on Mt. Hood in 1986. As a way 
of showing thanks and giving back to those 
who helped OES during that challenging 
time, every member of the school community 
participates in service activities. Schauffler 
explains, “It’s different from everything else 
we do. The meaning of that day to me is that 
it is the school’s response to a tragedy that 
essentially brought us to our knees.” 

After an opening reflection by Chaplain 
Craig, Calla Slayton ’16 steps up to the 
podium. A student at OES since Pre-
Kindergarten, Slayton shares some pertinent 
thoughts of author Rachel Naomi Remen 
before the entire OES community departs 
for its day of service. “When you help, you 
see life as weak. When you fix, you see life 
as broken. Helping and fixing are not based 
upon a relationship between equals. Service, 
however, is a relationship between equals. 
Fixing and helping are draining. But service is 
renewing. Fixing and helping create a distance 
between people, but we cannot serve at a 
distance. We can only serve that to which we 
are profoundly connected.”

FFF

Gabe Novak and Nora Bash (both ‘21) sort canned food in the Middle School Commons for 
Mount Hood Climb Service Day.

The OES community gathered in May 2016 for the 30th annual Mount Hood Climb Service Day.

Creating a Culture of Service:
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OES 2020: 
May Wonder 
Never Cease

Program
Our most important asset

—

We will work to chart the course of 
its evolution over the next decade, 
continuing to emphasize student-driven 
inquiry and exploration through all 
aspects of our curricular and co-
curricular program. 

• Nourish a school-wide culture of 
student inquiry through academics, 
arts, athletics, and service learning.

• Embed the framework of the 
Essential Competencies in 
all aspects of the program, 
coordinating that work Pre-K–12.

• Re-evaluate our current schedule, 
calendar, assessment, and reporting 
processes to ensure they support 
our inquiry-based program and 
the development of the Essential 
Competencies.

In November 2015, the OES Board of Trustees approved the school’s 

next strategic plan, OES 2020: May Wonder Never Cease. Based on 

considerable research and community input, the plan contains four key 

areas of strategic focus and inquiry to guide our work over the next 

three to five years: Program, People, Place, and Plan. 

Each of the four areas of focus is a continuation of the work we began 

in our 2010–15 strategic plan. The prevailing theme is renewal: renewing 

our almost 150-year commitment to excellence in academics through 

our inquiry-based program, renewing our 50-year-old campus, and 

renewing our commitment to cultural competence and power for good.

The Strategic Planning Committee, under the leadership of Board 

President and parent Elizabeth Gewecke, was comprised of Trustees, 

parents, alumni, and employees. The process engaged nearly 700 

individuals. This plan is informed by their insights and guided by the 

mission and vision of OES. 

Examples of the work in progress are cited below. For more information 

on the work, including participants, timeline, and iconography, please go 

to www.oes.edu/stratplan.
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Plan
Funding our strategic aspirations

—

We will accomplish our strategic 
directives by building a long-range 
financial plan that allows us to fund 
these priorities through multiple means 
and the careful stewardship of our 
resources. 

• Develop a long-range financial 
modeling tool to facilitate analysis 
of the strategic relationship among 
budget drivers, ensuring the ongoing 
excellence and fulfillment of our 
mission. 

• Consider the strategic use of key 
budget elements in furthering the 
school’s mission and this strategic 
plan. 

• Address issues of accessibility to 
an OES education including the 
enrollment funnel, tuition, financial 
aid, and tuition remission. 

• Develop and refine strategic 
approaches to nurture the culture 
of philanthropy. 

• Continue OES’s participation in the 
national conversation on the future 
of independent education, including 
issues of financial sustainability, 
access, and competition from other 
sectors. 

People
Access and inclusion

—

Building on our Episcopal values of 
equity and inclusivity, we will continue to 
work on building cultural competence 
and expanding our power for good. In 
addition, we want to ensure that we can 
continue to attract and retain families 
and employees who are fully committed 
to our program and vision.

• Attract families from a wide variety 
of backgrounds and provide greater 
financial access.

• Cultivate an environment that 
creates a strong sense of belonging 
and identity by providing multiple 
perspectives that broaden our 
perspectives.

• Attract and retain employees from 
a wide variety of backgrounds and 
support and inspire them through 
wellness, professional growth, and 
leadership opportunities. 

• Build on our mission to expand 
our connection to local and 
global communities, broaden 
our perspective, create learning 
opportunities, and extend our 
support. 

Place
Realize our master plan

—

We will take the next steps on 
completing our Campus Master Plan to 
create world-class facilities that match 
our world-class program. 

• Explore art and design, engineering, 
and program options and 
possibilities in the renovated 
Lower School (Fariss Hall) as part 
of determining the next major 
projects on campus. 

• Revisit the Master Plan and 
prioritize projects moving forward. 

• Engage in a feasibility study for the 
next major building and fundraising 
effort. 

• Consider our enrollment funnel 
and impacts on space. 
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photo for alumni 1 feature story

“I think many of us 
[diplomats] simply 

regard apparent 
setbacks as 

successes yet 
to be achieved.”

Todd Crawford  ’94 and Ambassador Ken Hackett  
outside the entrance to the US Embassy to the Holy See.
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from all-money-no-soul to all-soul-no-money. I saw diplomacy as a 
profession in which I could make a difference—and a living.

Q: Communication and persuasion are at the heart of what you 
do. Tell us more about winning over a listener, whether they are 
a US policy maker or a foreign government. What makes you 
successful?

A: Empathy. If I forget where my listener is coming from and 
what drives them, or if I judge or dismiss them for having a wildly 
different perspective than mine, or in more extreme cases if they 
hold values and exhibit behaviors I find morally repugnant and 
I show my disdain, then my argument may suffer dramatically. 
I try to avoid that outcome, especially when I bear the weight of 
advocating an important US policy abroad. Instead, I take what I 
know about my listener, imagine what they must be thinking and 
feeling, place that in the context of their pragmatic considerations, 
and use that as my rhetorical starting point.

Q: Diplomacy is a never-ending job. What do you do after a 
setback to stay motivated and focused?

A: I think the answer is something many of us keep refining 
well into our Foreign Service careers. Generally speaking, our 
diplomats are overachievers who emerged from a year-long series of 
application examinations, interviews, and simulation exercises to 
earn a spot in an entering diplomat orientation class. A group like 

On the Front Lines with 
an American Diplomat:
Todd Crawford ’94 
Q: Tell us a little about the work you are doing now.

A: I am a United States diplomat. As an officer in the United States 
Foreign Service, I work in our embassies around the world with 
foreign counterparts to address a variety of complex diplomatic 
issues, and I try to make progress on foreign policy challenges in 
support of US interests and values. I spend most of my time meeting 
with foreign diplomats, government officials, and other prominent 
figures, and reporting my judgments back to Washington, DC, about 
potential possibilities and pitfalls in my country of assignment. I 
have just finished my assignment at the US Embassy to the Holy 
See in Rome, Italy, as the Deputy Political and Economic Affairs 
Chief. I served previously at US Embassy Sana’a, Yemen, as well as in 
the Bureau of European Affairs at the State Department and in the 
National Security Council at the White House.

Q: Why do you think this work is important?

A: Diplomacy is at base a profession dedicated to the humble notion 
that so long as the sovereign nations of the world are speaking with 
one another, they are less likely to go to war. In addition to resolving 
and preventing conflicts (the first carrying a far easier measuring stick 
by which to gauge progress), diplomacy can promote development, 
create global wealth, and holds perhaps our best hope at mounting a 
meaningful assault on the looming specter of climate change, through 
international mitigation agreements. I agree with Secretary of State 
John Kerry and others’ assessment that climate change is our era’s 
gravest threat, and I would like to play a constructive role in heading 
off the worst that awaits us if we do less than we must.

Q: What inspired you to enter the Foreign Service?

A: I suppose I caught the international affairs bug (among others) 
in the Peace Corps, where I spent two years teaching constitutional 
law and English to budding lawyers and judges at a law school in 
western China. I had finished law school and was malcontent; my 
values and life goals at odds with the prevailing winds in the world 
of New York City corporate law into which I was about to descend. 
So, I made a left turn and became a volunteer. Going from big firm, 
big city living to life in the Peace Corps was above all an abrupt shift 

“I am indebted to OES for nourishing 
from a young age my ability to 
communicate effectively. There is 
a vast chasm between knowing a 
thing and being able to accurately, 
precisely, and persuasively express 
that thing to people.”
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that doesn’t naturally lend itself to processing setbacks efficiently. I 
think many of us simply regard apparent setbacks as successes yet 
to be achieved. It’s important that people move on when they have 
reached their setback tolerance though, and several of my colleagues 
who went through orientation with me have already resigned 
their commissions to pursue other career dreams elsewhere in the 
government or in the private sector. I’ve thought sometimes about 
what I might do after this very big adventure; we shall see.

Q: How does your OES education and experiences feed the work 
you are doing?

A: The breadth and depth of my education at OES has held me in 
good stead ever since I graduated. OES gave me a wellspring of tools 
to draw on in life and in my profession . . . indispensable skills like 
critical analysis, which informs my judgment as I am asked to assess 
very fluid, sometimes fast-changing developments in the world. I 
am indebted to OES for nourishing from a young age my ability to 
communicate effectively. There is a vast chasm between knowing a 
thing and being able to accurately, precisely, and persuasively express 
that thing to people. I work every day to bridge that gap seamlessly 
for my audience of US policy makers.

My class trips and Winterim experiences were really my first chances 
in life to step out of the comfortable and familiar environments I 
inhabited and learn how to be a flexible and resilient member of my 
community at all times. Especially when working with the Vatican, I 

also appreciate the opportunities I had at OES to grow spiritually as 
a young person with courses in religion and philosophy. It’s so rare to 
be afforded the chance in our youth to expand our horizons through 
coursework that is spiritual in nature but at the same time in no way 
dogmatic—it is a balance that OES carries off impeccably.

Q: Any tips for Americans traveling abroad?

A: At this point in our collective globalization march it is important 
to take proper safety precautions like sharing your itinerary with 
friends or family not traveling with you and enrolling in the State 
Department’s Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) at www.
travel.state.gov. Above all, maintain situational awareness when in 
an unfamiliar environment and pay attention if you ever get a gut 
feeling that something is “off” around you.

Beyond that, I think talking to local people (even if they have little 
or no English and gesticulation wins the day), is one of the most 
enriching aspects of traveling to a new place. It’s easy to focus on 
historical buildings, works of art, or breathtaking panoramas. All 
those unique sights, sounds, and smells of a new place are priceless, 
but connecting with different people and encountering up close our 
shared human experience and surprising similarities—that’s what 
has kept me exploring after all these years.

Q: Looking back, is there anything you would like to say to 
current OESians as you reflect on the time you spent at OES?

A: Take your time. Be present in the moment. Enjoy the luxury 
of your time at OES and consider what you learn there as the 
apparatus you will need to navigate a dynamic 21st century global 
community. As small as the world seems to be getting, it remains a 
very big place, and you will be well-equipped as you come into your 
own within it.

Q: Any final thoughts?

A: If you always endeavor to 
move through the world with 
open eyes, an open mind, and 
an open heart, your chances 
of leading a life imbued with 
meaning and happiness will 
increase exponentially. And 
go Aardvarks!

Crawford plays a friendly game of hoops on the White House basketball court while 
working at the National Security Council.

In China as a Peace Corps volunteer.

“Connecting with different people 
and encountering up close our 
shared human experience and 
surprising similarities—that’s 
what has kept me exploring after 
all these years.”
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Every Student, 
Every Day 
Benefits from 
Your Generosity!

www.oes.edu/giveonline
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I really thought that the Interim Head of Upper School 

should be someone who wouldn’t be a candidate for 

the permanent job, and would focus on supporting 

faculty and students in our work and in our sense of 

community. This person would also do some thinking 

about how we move forward. With my long experience 

at the school and engagement in a variety of roles, I 

thought I might be able to do that.

We’re getting, I think, some of the most interesting, 

creative, talented, and gifted students (both domestic 

students and international students) we’ve ever had. 

It kind of ups the game, you know? It makes it more 

exciting—it makes the classroom more exciting, more 

challenging, to keep ahead of the kids and keep offering 

them subjects that they’re going to find stimulating. 

The faculty has always been a strong faculty in my 

experience: interesting, creative, strong-willed, strong-

minded people. So we have lively discussions because 

we don’t always agree on everything. But we’ve always 

had a sense of common purpose.

PEOPLE 
OF OES
CORBET CLARK

Interim Head of Upper School

FROM 
OES 
ALUMNI

CLASS 
NOTES

OES Magazine welcomes 
Class Notes year-round from 

our alumni. Submissions 
should be under 100 words 
in order to include as many 

as possible. Please email 
questions or Class Notes 

to alumni@oes.edu or 
call 503-416-9375.
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1951
ANNE ELIZABETH 
(CANNON) NIXON
After eagerly reading the alumni 
news for years, I decided it was 
time to get my own in. Don and 
I settled on the Long Beach 
peninsula in southwest Washington 
after RVing around the US for 10 
years. But we hadn’t explored 
overseas, so with packs strapped 
to our backs, we explored Europe 
three times. This past summer we 
moved to Petaluma, California, 
when I couldn’t continue caring 
for Don, who now has Alzheimer’s 
disease. He’s in a memory care 
facility, and because I had polio at 
20 years old and have post-polio 
syndrome, I’m in an assisted care 
home nearby. I spend each morning 
with him and will until he no longer 
recognizes me. My son, DAVE 
JOCHUM, was in the first 
class to transfer from St. Helen’s 
Hall’s lower school to OES for his 
sixth grade, about 1964. It began 
with only a couple of buildings, 
of course. Between me, my son, 
and two cousins, we’ve been “Hall 
people” for many years.

1964
SUSAN RAMSEY
We’ve completed our move to the 
Portland area! We left children and 
grandchildren in Los Angeles but 
have more in Salem. And I still 
haven’t contacted any classmates, 
but I am Facebook friends with a 
couple of women from the Class 
of ’63. We have a very large yard, 
by our old LA standards, so we’re 
learning about mowing grass and 
trimming away from the house. 
We’ve gone to services at Trinity, 
and take all visitors to the Rose 
Garden. So, we’re settling in and 
very happy to be home again. 

CLASS NOTES

1967
TIM WALLACE
Tim worked in a local steel mill 
for 30 years. While still working 
as a journeyman millwright, Tim 
and his wife Debby started a wood 
restoration business where they 
specialized in removing lead paint 
as an avocation. Since retiring from 
the mill in 2003, the avocation 
has developed into a full-time 
job. Recently they moved out of 
Portland and are now residing 7 
miles east of Sandy, Oregon on 5.5 
acres.

1973
JANET BUCK
I was overjoyed to be well enough 
to attend our 40th reunion in 
2013, despite a long series of risky 
surgeries. On December 3, 2016, 
I had a book launch scheduled 
at Southern Oregon’s Barnes & 
Noble to celebrate the release 
of my fourth print collection of 
poetry, Dirty Laundry: A Memoir 
in Verse, as well as my debut 
novel, Samantha Stone: A Novel 
of Mystery, Memoir & Romance, 
recently released by Vine Leaves 
Press. Anyone interested in more 
information can go to Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, or check out my 
new website: www.janetibuck.com.  

KANNES NOACK 
Kannes continues his 
mountaineering passion, having 
just returned from the volcanoes 
of Ecuador (and the rainforest) 
bringing his count to 38 major 
peaks of the world (in 2016) and 
a rare excursion to the Tibetan 
side Everest Base Camp (in 2015) 
while enjoying his 40th year in 
commercial real estate as a land, 
leasing, and investment broker in 
Sacramento, California. 

1982
CAROLEE LARSEN 
AND KEVIN 
CAVANAUGH, members 
of the Class of ’82, returned to 
campus in November for a tour 
and lunch with Alumni and Donor 
Relations Manager Sara Berglund.

1988
AYDEN ADLER
I’m thrilled to report that on July 
1, 2016 I began my tenure as 
Dean of the School of Music and 
Professor of Music at DePauw 
University in Greencastle, Indiana. 
My appointment coincides with 
the promotion of my predecessor 
to President of the University, to 

whom I report as a member of 
the President’s Cabinet. I love the 
mix of working with the faculty, 
staff, and students in the School of 
Music, serving on university-wide 
faculty committees for curriculum 
and tenure/review, and supporting 
the President with development, 
board of trustee relationships, and 
broad university issues such as 
diversity and inclusion. 

Janet Buck ’73

Kannes Noack ’73

Cotopaxi volcano, Ecuador. 
Unfortunately unclimbable as it 
was erupting while we were there.

Kevin Cavanaugh 
’82, Carolee Larsen 
’82, Sara Berglund

FROM 
OES 
ALUMNI
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BRINTON CLARK
I’m working as the clinic medical 
director for the Providence Portland 
internal medicine residency 
program and loving my job 
teaching and seeing patients. Kids 
are now 12 years (Hayden), 9 
years (Elise), and 6 years (Evan).  
Our family is looking forward to a 
visit to Ecuador next spring to visit 
my brother MATT CLARK 
and his family. Cheers!

1990
MATT CLARK
Abby and I live in Loja, Ecuador, 
in the southern Ecuadorian 
Andes with our two boys, Rowan 
and Quillan. I work for a nature 
conservation organization called 
Naturaleza y Cultura Internacional.  
We’re enjoying seeing our boys 
become fluent in Spanish and love 
our weekend jaunts to see the 
beautiful natural and cultural sites 
that Ecuador has to offer. Look us 
up if you’re in the neighborhood 
or just want to visit the Southern 
Hemisphere (just barely—4 degrees 
south). We have an extra bedroom!   
mattclark72@gmail.com.

1994
HILLARY EKLUND
I want to introduce myself and 
make myself available to any 
OESians who might be interested 
in Loyola University New Orleans. 

My sister Katherine and I both 
attended OES. As a recently 
tenured member of the English 
faculty at Loyola, I can’t tell you 
how proud I am of our program, 
my colleagues, and our students. 
My own areas of expertise are 
Shakespeare and Renaissance 
literature, early colonial literature, 
eco-criticism, and food studies. I 
have a new book coming out in the 
spring that has had me thinking a 
lot about my experience as a sixth 
grader at Outdoor School and my 
amazing science teacher, Joan 
Schaller. It’s a big transition to 
come from the Pacific NW to the 
swamps of Louisiana, but it’s one 
that I have found gratifying on so 
many levels. 

CHRISTOPHER 
MICHLIN
White Box at University of Oregon 
in Portland recently hosted a 
solo exhibition by Christopher 

entitled An Inventory of Effects.  
The exhibition individuated and 
presented a constellation of works 
engaging distinct processes, 
material applications, and cultural 
references central to Christopher’s 
studio practice. He is an assistant 
professor and director of Graduate 
Studies in the University of 
Oregon’s School of Architecture and 
Allied Arts.  

1995
JOEL SANKEY
Shane Hoffman ’95 and Andrew 
Hoffman ’97 visited me and my 
family at our home in Flagstaff, 
Arizona. They were driving through 
town on a work trip from their 
homes in Santa Fe, New Mexico. It 
was great to catch up on old times 
and new times. We are all having 
a blast raising our families in the 
Southwest!

1999
SHANE FISHER 
I recently moved from Washington, 
DC to Seattle with my 18-month-
old daughter Madison. I am living 
in West Seattle and working for 
Boston Consulting Group. We 
would love to see others in the 
area!

NICOLE 
PATTAMANUCH
After nearly 12 years in New York, 
my family and I are headed back 
to the Northwest. Not quite home, 
but close in Seattle. We are beyond 
excited to fully share my favorite 
region of the country with our kids, 
Amelia and Owen. I would love to 
get in touch with other OESians 
in Seattle, so email me at nicole.
pattamanuch@gmail.com.  

Brinton Clark ’88

Matt Clark ’90

The photo is of us on a walk in the cloud forest of Podocarpus 
National Park about 30 minutes from our house. 

Joel Sankey ’95

Shane Fisher ’99

Six members of the CLASS OF 1996 made it to McMenamins 
Edgefield. Musical groups Weezer and Panic! At The Disco drew a 
huge crowd. We scored a table by the golf course and talked over 
cool beverages. Here we are pictured below: Kathi Shoemake, 
Travis White, Erin Murphy-Deardorff, Ryan Radecki (and son), 
Louise Osborne, and Cathy Huynh Buschert (and son).
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2000
ANDREA MURRAY
Cameron (Cammie) Ogden-Fung 
’13 met Andrea (Andy) Murray ’00 
while studying abroad in Turks and 
Caicos during the Spring 2016 
semester. Andy spent the year 
teaching Environmental Policy and 
Socioeconomic Values at the School 
for Field Studies, and Cammie 
spent the semester exploring 
the ecology of tropical marine 
organisms by snorkeling and scuba 
diving, as well as examining the 
management and policy for these 
essential local resources. The local 

CLASS NOTES

fishing community on South Caicos 
inspired Cammie to recognize 
how socioeconomic factors and 
traditional customs influence the 
ways in which populations utilize, 
perceive, and govern marine 
ecosystems, leading her to find a 
career path in ocean conservation 
through a holistic and global 
approach.

COLIN WILLIAMS
I toured in Europe with a rock band 
this past summer (2016). We 
played “Purple Haze” and “Proud 
Mary” on a cello, backed by guitar, 
drums, and yours truly on bass. 
Check us out at dirtycello.com. 

2001
JESSICA (COLLINS) 
CHRISTOFFERSON
This past July, my husband, 
his parents and my sister-in- 
law made a pilgrimage to the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, New York. We had 
the great privilege of watching 
my childhood idol, Ken Griffey 
Jr., be inducted into the Hall of 
Fame. My two boys are growing 
quickly. Easton (4) is in preschool. 
He loves animals, trains and his 
younger brother. Austin (2) loves 
baseball, football, and his older 
brother. I spend my time as a full 
time stay-at-home mom, while still 
maintaining my skills as a civil 
engineer (stormwater specialist) by 
working part-time from home. 

2003
RACHELLE SANCHEZ
Thirteen years after graduation 
campus feels a little different . . . 
this time as a parent! I am very 

Andrea Murray ’00

Jessica (Collins) Christofferson ’01

Colin Williams ’00

Evan, son of Rachelle Sanchez ’03

Cait Scherr ’05

The CLASS OF 2006 had a great time hanging out together and catching up during their recent 
10-year reunion. Pictured are attendees Upper School teacher Rob Orr, Mary Warrington, Sarah 
Baker, Sharon Cade, Sarah’s husband Michael, Grant Davenport, Addison Van Hatcher, Scott 
Teufel,  US teacher Gary Crossman, Christine Groner, Alyssa Kershaw, Sarah Karr Crabtree, 
Brinna Bowman, Samantha Taylor, US teacher (and interim US Head) Corbet Clark, US teacher 
John Holloran, Jenny Wolochow, US teacher Rick Rees, and Alyssa’s boyfriend, Steve.

Cameron Ogden-Fung ’13

excited now as my son Evan goes 
through the Lower School and life 
at OES! We couldn’t be happier to 
join the community once again. 
First grade, here we come! 

2005
CAIT SCHERR
After over a year of prep courses, 
last spring I started my Masters in 
Software Engineering at Harvard. 
As the program is remote-friendly, I 
was able to work as an intern at my 
dream company here in Portland, 
and as of September, I am officially 
a software engineer there! I feel like 
I’ve finally found where I belong 
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in my career. Besides work, this 
year had some great firsts: I rode 
a bicycle for the first time since 
I was 8 or 9 (and bought a real, 
grown-up bicycle!), went on my 
first real vacation in seven years, 
and did my first charity fun run. 

2006
JACOB REISBERG
Jacob is an attorney at the New 
York City Council, where he drafts 
local laws, including 1084-A. 
This law focuses on the needs of 
paid caregivers, such as domestic 
workers and home health aides, 
who are often women and 
immigrants, and are in need of 
legal protections and specialized 
education efforts. Jacob is a 
graduate of OES (2006), Grinnell 
College (2010), and Harvard Law 
School (2015). 

Charlotte Lee ’09

Members of the CLASS OF 
2009, Austin Schock, Kaitlyn 
Casimo, Rachel Eaton, and 
Samira Nedungadi visited the 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, 
where they enjoyed fond 
flashbacks to their 2004 OES 
field trip there.

2009
CHARLOTTE LEE 
Marty and I got engaged back 
in October! We’re still living in 
Arkansas and working at Hendrix 
College. The wedding is set for 
late July, so I’m already up to my 
eyeballs in wedding planning.  
Apparently even fun, relaxed 
weddings take some planning!

AUSTIN SCHOCK
I spent a little more than a year 
working in the OES Lower School 
and left my position in August. 
My time there was so rewarding 
and helped me achieve my lifelong 
dream of working at OES. I am 
now off to do my student teaching 
at a middle school. I’d just like to 
take this space to say thank you 
for everyone that I worked with all 
around the campus.

Austin Schock ’09

CLASS NOTES

2012
ABBIE THERROW
Hi, Aardvarks! It has been a busy 
18 months. In Fall 2015, I became 
very involved as the Vice President 
of Competitions in Beta Alpha 
Psi (“BAP”)—an international 
accounting and finance honors 
society—at Portland State 
University. Last spring, I graduated 
with double honors (summa cum 
laude and business honors) from 
PSU with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in business administration, with 
a focus in accounting. This fall, I 
started graduate school at PSU. I 
am pursuing the Master of Science 
in Financial Analysis degree.

Historical photo of 
the Schauffler-Brock 

connection. Debby was 
the advisor for Rachel 

and Daniel Brock; Robin 
was the advisor for 

Michael Brock. Pictured 
are Rachel ’12, Debby, 
Daniel ’14, Robin, and 
Michael ’16. Photo by 

Karoline Brock.

Jacob Reisberg ’06 stands with one of the 
pens used by New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio to sign Intro. 1084-A into law, 
establishing a new Division of Paid Care. 
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1939 
MARY 
LOUISE 
VINCENT 
POWELL
Mary Louise 
Vincent Powell 
passed away 
peacefully 
on June 5, 
2016, at her 
home. She 
was born Sept. 
15, 1921, to Dean and Gertrude Vincent 
in Portland. A devoted Pi Beta Phi at 
the University of Oregon, Mary Louise 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 1943 with a 
BA in English. After college, she moved to 
New York City, where she married Robert 
Denhart Powell on April 22, 1950. They 
returned to Portland and raised three 
children in the Laurelhurst family home 
where she lived until 2015. With Bob, 
she managed the Robert Powell Travel 
Service while dedicating herself to family 
life, teaching a Great Books class at All 
Saints School, and producing masterful 
neighborhood events. She was a loyal 
member of her bowling team and bridge 
club, which met regularly for 60 years. 
Mary Louise was predeceased by her 
husband, Bob, and her brother, Blaine. 
She is survived by her brother, Dean; 
children, Rob, David, and Jan; and eight 
grandchildren. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Oregon Humane Society or 
Dogs for the Deaf in Central Point.

1951
CAROLINE 
KUHN 
MEEHAN
Caroline Kuhn 
Meehan passed 
away peacefully 
at her home 
in Wilmington, 
North Carolina, 
on March 17, 
2016, one 
week after her husband Carl. They were 
married for 64 years. Born in Portland, 

Caroline is survived by her three children, 
Leslie, Christopher, and Thomas, and nine 
grandchildren. Caroline lived an exciting 
life in Central and South America and loved 
to travel. While residing overseas, Caroline 
became a successful painter and interior 
decorator. She was also very involved with 
the community and started the Woman’s 
Club that sponsored a local orphanage. Her 
life was filled with much travel and many 
adventures, and she had friends and loved 
ones all over the world. 

SHIRLEY 
LOU 
SMULLIN
Shirley Lou 
Smullin passed 
away on June 
23, 2016, at 
her residence 
in Grants Pass, 
Oregon.

1970
RANDALL 
“RANDY” 
RAY
Randall 
Edward 
“Randy” Ray 
died on June 
13, 2016, 
following a 
pulmonary 
embolism. 
Randy was born January 29, 1952, in 
Walla Walla, Washington. He graduated 
from OES in 1970, where he was 
student body president. He earned his 
undergraduate degree in political science 
in 1975 and a master’s in environmental 
science in 1991, both from The Evergreen 
State College. In college he worked as an 
intern in the Washington State Legislature, 
and after graduation he established himself 
as an independent lobbyist. Randy called 
his firm AEQUUS Corp. He later founded 
LyfeBank. 

Randy is survived by his daughter, Randi 
Elexa Ray; former wife, Cynthia Anderson 
Ray; sisters, Leslie Parker and Vicki 
Neibaur; father, Ed Ray; and many loved 
nieces, nephews, and cousins. A political 
science scholarship at The Evergreen State 
College is being established in his name. 

OES FACULTY AND STAFF

REV. JACKSON R. HAZELETT
The Reverend Jackson R. Hazelett passed 
away on June 18, 2016. Born in Salt 
Lake City, he moved to Portland in the 
1930s. After graduating from Commerce 
High School in 1944, he served in the US 
Army Air Corps, married Patricia in 1947, 
and graduated from Willamette University 
in 1949. He was called to ministry and 
moved his family in 1962 to California 
for three years of seminary training. The 
family returned to Oregon and Jackson 
began his ministry at St. Michael and 
All Angels Episcopal Church in Portland. 
He served the congregation of St. James 
Episcopal Church in Tigard from 1967 to 
1992. He also taught in the OES Lower 
School. He married Barbara in 1979. She 
died in 2008 and he married Elizabeth in 
2009. He leaves his wife; sister, Phyllis; 
seven children; 18 grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren; and two great-great-
grandchildren. Remembrances may be 
made to Providence Hospice or to St. 
James Episcopal Church.
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CONSTANCE H. “CONNIE” 
PAULY
Constance H. “Connie” Pauly passed 
away on October 3, 2016. She was born 
in South Haven, Michigan. She was a 
fourth grade teacher at OES. Connie 
is survived by her husband, Reinhard 
Pauly; daughters, Deborah Amblevert and 
Rebecca Pauly; and son, Michael Pauly. 
(No photo available)

PATTY WALHOOD
Former OES Lower School Librarian Patty 
Walhood and her beloved husband Dale 
both passed away in early August. Patty 
was born on March 13, 1944, and passed 
away on August 4, 2016. The Walhoods 
were residents of Lincoln City, Oregon, at 
the time of their passing.

WE REMEMBER PROTOCOL

OES Magazine welcomes obituaries written 
by family members or classmates.

Submissions should be no longer than 150 
words and will be edited.

Please email questions or submissions to  
alumni@oes.edu or call 503-416-9375.

ELISABETH “BETTY” 
ROHER HOLDEN 
Elisabeth “Betty” Roher Holden passed 
away on August 9, 2016. Born on August 
27, 1930, in Bayonne, New Jersey, she 
was a resident of Portland for 55 years 
before moving to Pennsylvania in 2015 to 
reside with her daughter, Jennifer. Betty 
was the loving wife of the late Edward S. 
Holden, who died in 1996. She worked 
as OES’s Development Director from 
1974 to 1984, then served as Vice 
President of Linfield College from 1984 
to 2000. She is survived by her brother, 
William Carl Roher; children, Albert V. 
Van Miller III and Dr. Jen Miller; four 
stepchildren; eight grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren. Remembrances may 
be made to William Temple House, Boy 
Scouts of America, or Oregon Humane 
Society. 

WE REMEMBER

Tell me what’s going on with these tree 
branches and pine needles!

Well, we made a support beam which is right 
there. Can you take a picture of me inside it?

Sure. What did your parents think of the 
winter project?

Good! The best thing is that we built it together. 
And we got the big branch!

So I heard that you are studying nocturnal 
animals. What were your animals?

A leopard and a fennec fox. I was the leopard 
and my friend was the fennec fox.

Do you have just your own name as the 
leopard or does the leopard have a special 
name?

A special different name.

Can you say what it is?

Jack!

PEOPLE 
OF OES

ENZO
Lower School Kindergartener
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Gift Planning with the 
OES Bell Society

The Bell Society honors and recognizes 

individuals who have either established 

an endowment during their lifetime 

and/or provided for OES through their 

estate plans.

Endowment gifts, bequests, and 

annuities have provided OES with the 

resources to pursue our mission and 

vision for generations to come. 

Curious to learn more about an income-generating 

gift or the benefits of a bequest? Please contact 

Director of Development Madeline Pruett 

at pruettm@oes.edu or 503-768-3137.

Gifts 
That Span 
Generations

126 
Living Bell Society members

68 
Living planned gift donors

$988,000 
Largest known OES bequest to date

95 
Age of oldest Bell Society member

32 
Age of youngest Bell Society member

$1 million+
Support to students and faculty 

provided by the OES Endowment 
in 2015-16 school year
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Please send OES the new mailing address if the addressee 
has established a new permanent residence.
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