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Hello!  I have just graduated with a Masters of Arts in Teaching from 
Concordia University. It is an honor and a thrill to be joining the OES 
Lower School team as a new Pre-K teacher. I have been teaching and 
developing family and early child hood programs at the Portland Children’s 
Museum for the last seven years. My focus has been how to integrate the 
arts into curriculum. Working with young children and their families is a 
joy and inspiration for me! Children are endlessly curious about their world 
and it is my job to listen to, support and encourage this sense of wonder and 

curiosity! My top three favorite things are giant meals with family and friends, the desert, and 
long walks in this beautiful state! 
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I joined the OES community as the Extended Care Director 
in the fall of 2009. Previously I was employed as the 
Associate Director of Programs with the Portland Children's 
Museum. I also taught for several years with Oregon 
Children’s Theatre. I earned my BA in Theatre Arts at Lewis 
and Clark College. I have a passion for keeping the arts in 
schools and love anything to do with my family- husband 

Peter and our two boys Lou (4) and Sal (1). 
�
�

#�������%
&����!�#�����'���������
����
I’ve been a teacher since 1994, beginning with a first and second grade 
multiage classroom in West Linn-Wilsonville. I then spent ten years at 
Riverdale Grade School teaching first grade and later serving grades K-8 
as the Teacher Librarian. I took some time to stay home with my own 
children and to work as an educational consultant to rural school libraries, 
but am thrilled to find a new professional home at OES.  I hold a BA in 
English from the University of California at Santa Barbara, a Masters in 
Teaching from Willamette University and an endorsement in Library 

Media. Some of my most meaningful opportunities as a teacher have been to travel with 
colleagues to work in an elementary school in El Guayabo, Peru, and to be trained as a Critical 
Friends Teaching Coach through the Annenberg Institute of School Reform at Brown University. 
In my spare time I volunteer as co-founder of our neighborhood playgroup association and love 
to sew, bake, read, and spend time with my family.�
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I grew up in the Pacific Northwest. Seattle, Portland, and Northern 
California all feel like home to me. In 1980, my family moved to Sunriver. 
I was a founding student at Sunriver Preparatory School and our soccer 
team travelled to Portland to play OES many times. I spent my Senior year 
of high school at Phillips Academy Andover and then chose Vassar for 
college. During these school years, I visited Mexico, China, Spain, and 
France. Missing the trees, mountains and coastline of the Northwest, I 
returned to Seattle and then Central Oregon after college. In 1998, I 

married and moved to Portland to pursue teaching and start a family.  
 
I have a Masters in Teaching, with a reading specialist endorsement for grades K-12. I have 
taught grades 3 through 5 for the past four years, and have additional experience teaching 
engineering and computer programming camps and directing a reading tutor program. I am also 
a teacher consultant for the National Writing Project.   

I spend my free time chasing my own young children, ages 10 and almost 5, around. I enjoy 
running, biking, swimming, and bouldering. I am also renewing my 'skills' at golf. I practice 
yoga, and am trained as a Yoga Calm instructor, teaching children balance and strength poses to 
engage the body and the brain together. I continually seek out varied ways to integrate mind, 
body and heart in learning. I am really excited to work with the dedicated team of faculty, 
families, and students at OES as we explore the natural world.  
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I am a Pacific Northwest native who has worked and lived from Alaska to 
Northern California.  After attending Lewis & Clark's MAT program in 
1999, I went on to teach in start-up schools, helping to create school 
cultures and build curriculum from scratch.  At this point in my career, it 
is exciting for me to come to OES, where there is such a long history of 
established traditions combined with new innovations. 
In addition to teaching, my professional background includes years of 
wildlife biology and watershed management.  My undergraduate degree is 

in the sciences, and I was drawn to teaching young students so I would have the opportunity to 
integrate multiple subjects with science.  I also worked for OMSI for four years, bringing science 
into PNW schools and helping to develop the museum's watershed and chemistry labs. 
In my classroom, I strive to build community and provide as many opportunities for students to 
"learn by doing" as possible.  I enjoy integrated, project oriented work and putting on large 
productions with students.  
I live in North Portland with my wife, Hannah, and two young daughters, Teal and Rowan.  I am 
looking forward to getting to know and learning from all of you! 
�
�
�

�


��������

�



�
�

�$�
����������
�����
�

#�������-����+�
 ��!�"���#�������*�����%���
����
�� ��
I am pleased to return to OES this fall, after working as the 2nd-5th 
grade Assistant Teacher last year.  I hold a Bachelor's degree in Music 
Management from University of the Pacific, and a Master's Degree in 
Performing Arts Administration from New York University.  My 
husband and I moved to Portland 2 years ago from New York City, 
where I worked as a music teacher at a private school in Manhattan.  
Prior to that I worked in the Education Department of the New York 

Philharmonic, writing curriculum and planning programs to introduce students of all ages to 
classical music. In my spare time I love to knit, sew, read and bake. 
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